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“NEVER STOP LEARNING”  

The National Committees worked hard to make the 

National Governing Board, September 9 – 18, 2020, 

available to all members virtually.  If you didn’t join 

the meetings, workshops, and seminars online, you 

can still watch most of them on the Headquarter’s 

website “Virtual Meetings Replays”.   

Among the workshops are communication tools for 

districts and squadrons to set up virtual meetings and 

conduct classes.   Since the future of educational 

presentations may only be possible as long distance 

learning, America’s Boating Club Education Depart-

ment has already introduced e-books, videos, and vir-

tual meetings for our courses and working on more.  

For our squadron to train our instructors to compe-

tently use what’s available from Headquarters, we 

need to practice.  So we are organizing the virtual 

presentation of one or two seminars for our members.  

They will be free to our members and presented in a 

two-hour period on two different days of the week.  

Students and instructors will receive the instructions 

before the day of the class.  More information will be 

sent out on the exact seminars and dates.  I hope you 

will participate. 

Good health to all, 

Christine Geist 

Squadron Education Officer 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Education Officer 

A LITTLE PWC HISTORY 

The Personal Water Craft (PWC) craze started in 

Europe in the 1950’s with the stand-up units.  They 
were primarily used for racing and water acrobatics.  

It wasn’t until the 1970’s that the sit-down models 

started to become popular.  While perusing the in-
ternet I came upon this little gem.  It is an Aqua 

Loop model.  It was manufactured in Canada in the 
1970’s and only about 800 were produced.  It had 

handle bars for steering and was powered by an out-

board engine.  The rating for the engine was 25 
horsepower, but as you can guess some people put 

larger engines on them.  Pictured below are a couple 

of them I found on the internet.  There are also a 
couple of YouTube videos on the internet showing 

them running if you are interested. 

Chet Geist 
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     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

      Commander – Max Werkenthin (interim) 

           Educational Officer - Christine Geist 

          Administrative Officer – Jesse Comeaux 

      Secretary -- Chester Geist                            

      Treasurer – Ginny Strong 

      Most Recent Past Cdr – Ed Fredholm 

      Member at Large – Jim Pollok 

      Member at Large –Steve Schmidt 

      Member at Large – Lindi Pollok 

 
October 2020 

15       Phil Wood 
20       JoAnne Robbins 
26       Allan Barnes 
26       Sherri Wicker 

November 2020 

 7       Ed Fredholm 
13      Matt Syptak 
30      Christine Geist 
 
December 2020 

 8        Sandi Causey 
11       Ellen Greenleaf 
15       Bob Little 
31       Christine Wenk-Harrison  

Cooperative Charting 

The cooler weather is here - we should be out hunting geo-

detic marks!  The pandemic pretty well prevents us from 

gathering as a group to enjoy the usual coffee shop briefing 

and day in the field.  However, there’s no reason we can’t 

do some individual work followed by turning in the data 

sheets to someone willing to fill out the reports and submit 

them—Chet Geist and myself. 

Chet and I can prepare a packet of maybe 3 to 5 datasheets 

for each person/couple to do on their own and in their own 

neighborhood.  With a window of maybe six days, searchers 

can deliver their findings by a specified date for us to report 

on.  It couldn’t be any easier. 

We are thinking of having the datasheets ready by the end of 

October and then setting a hand-in date at the end of the first 

week in November. 

Contact Chet or myself by phone, text or email (see the Ros-

ter) and we’ll make arrangements on an individual basis. 

Steve Schmidt 

Cooperative Charting Chairman 

IT IS TIME FOR MERIT MARKS 

Yes it is pay day.  If you did work for the squadron a Merit 

Mark is the only pay you get.  All Bridge Officers, this year 

and the first three months of 2020, and all committee chairs 

should put in the list of people who worked for them.  Do 

not be bashful, put yourself in because all the officers and 

chairs may forget or may not do their job.  Send your emails 

to the commander, Max Werkenthin, III, and a copy to Merit 

Mark Chairman, Joe Dorn.    DEAD-LINE IS OCTOBER 

31st.  

Some examples are:  Wrote two articles for newsletter – 3 

hours, as Chaplain gave 3 invocations – 2 hours, and took 

part in 8 Executive Committee Meetings – 16 hours.   

A good guide as what will be considered can be found at 

https://www.usps.org/images/secretary/itcom/newmm/

HintsForSquadronCommanders.pdf . 

Due to COVID-19 some lenience will be given, so don’t be 

afraid put down small jobs. 

Chet Geist 

 Secretary 
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From the Secretary 

All has not been quiet in the secretaries department.  Steve 

Schmidt did not publish The Plotter during the month of 

September.  Did you miss it or didn’t you even notice its 

absences?  Lack of articles of interest to boaters and activi-

ties of members is part of the reason.  We all have things of 

interest that we can write about.  Give it a try and Steve 

will consider publishing it. 

While it has taken about four years for our new website it is 

finished and up and running.  It is designed to entice the 

public to take a look at us and maybe join our organization.  

There will be some features for the members also.  There 

are of course pictures of all of the Bridge and the executive 

board and a short bio on them.  The current Plotter and the 

last twelve issues are also available.  Under photos we still 

have work to be done, but the good news is we do not have 

to get an expert do it.  Steve Schmidt will be able to post 

the Plotters and keep up and modify the Photo Gallery.  

Christine and Ginny are also being trained to keep the web-

site current.  I will be keeping the Events and the calendar 

up to date and will explain some of the features next month. 

Stay tuned, stay well, and keep safe. 

Chet Geist 
Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Raymond T. Kearney, Jr. 
                                 1928-2020  

Ray Kearney, a well-known member of the America's 
Boating Club, died Thursday, September 17, 2020 at his 
home in Pasadena, TX. 

He was born in Mobile, AL December 12, 1928, the son of 
Madeline Inez Wahl and Raymond T. Kearney. 
He was a graduate of McGill Institute in Mobile and Au-
burn University. An electrical engineer, he worked for En-
tergy (formerly Gulf States Utilities) in Beaumont, Lake 
Charles and Port Arthur. He married Mary Elizabeth Gun-
thorpe on July 26, 1952. She preceded him in death in 
1991. 

 He married Billie Jean Townsend Golden on December 26, 
1998 in Pasadena. In addition to his wife, he is survived by 
Julia Kearney of San Antonio, Mary (Brian) Mulvaney of 
Austin, Thad Kearney of Lumberton, and Clare (Michael) 
Schmitt of Rockville, MD. He has five grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren. He is also survived by his step-
children Cynthia Sawyer, Dale (Beth) Golden, Paul 
(Tracie) Golden, Philip Golden, Glenn (Lorine) Golden, 7 
step-grandchildren, and 4 step-great-grandchildren         

Ray was a longtime member of the Galveston Bay Sail and 
Power Squadron, a unit of the United States Power Squad-
ron, now known as America's Boating Club. He served as 
commander of the former Beaumont Squadron, and held 
numerous local and district committee positions since he 
moved to Pasadena. For many years he and Billie were rec-
ognized for cooperative charting activities, traveling across 
the United States plotting geodetic markers for the National 
Ocean Service, NOAA. 

He enjoyed duck and deer hunting and traveling all 50 
states. A man of few words, he had a quick wit, and could 
talk to just about anyone about anything. He will be re-
membered as a loving and caring father, both to his own 
children and grandchildren, and also to those of his second 
wife. Ray had been in declining health, as he endured four 
kinds of cancer as well as COPD. 

Taken from Houston Chronicle on Sep. 20, 2020. 
 

 

 

 

Around Texas . . . .  Post Labor Day Report 

NewsRelease 
Media Contact: TPWD Press Office,  
512-389-8030, news@tpwd.texas.gov 
Sept. 10, 2020 

AUSTIN— Texas Game Wardens closed the summer 
boating season with water safety checks and boating 
safety patrols on the lakes, rivers and bays in Texas 
over the extended Labor Day weekend. Between Fri-
day and Monday, water safety checks were conduct-
ed on more than 3,800 vessels statewide. Additional-
ly, 267 citations and 412 warnings were issued for 
various boating safety law violations. 

Four individuals were also arrested for Boating While 
Intoxicated, three others were arrested for Driving 
While Intoxicated and 21 others were arrested on oth-
er charges.   

“With the number of water related accidents on the 
rise this year, the end of the summer boating season 
does not mean that taking safety precautions on the 
water should stop,” said Cody Jones, Assistant Com-
mander for Marine Enforcement for the Texas Parks  

                                                      (continued on page 4) 

mailto:news@tpwd.texas.gov
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Blast From the Past (continued from page 3) 

and Wildlife Department. “We urge all Texans to con-
tinue to remain vigilant when recreating on the water 
all year.” 

Over the holiday weekend, game wardens also re-
sponded to 26 boating accidents across the state. 

On Lake Alan Henry, wardens responded to a boat 
explosion that injured two juvenile victims. Both were 
transported to the hospital with second degree burns 
and later released. 

... 

Re: news:@tpwd.texas.gov  

ABC Mobile App Now Available 

Our long-awaited America’s Boating Club Mobile 

App is now available in both 

the iOS and Android App Stores!  The free, single-

source boating app for recreational boaters has lots of 

great reference materials, including an electronic float 

plan, GIS weather and NOAA tides and currents ac-

cess. Download today, and tell all of your friends 

about it, and don’t forget to rate it! For questions, 

email me.   –Shirley Heald                                                     

 

Read more:  Download the Android app or Download 

the iOS app  

 

 NOAA 2021 Marine Debris Calendar Available 

for download  at 

https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/sites/default/

files/2021_Marine_Debris_Calendar.pdf 

 

https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=e125240af2&e=6e9cb04501
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=46c3a3b8aa&e=6e9cb04501
mailto:shirleyheald@verizon.net
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=c22ec286f8&e=6e9cb04501
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=83d18173c6&e=6e9cb04501
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDEwMDEuMjgwNDQ3OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL21hcmluZWRlYnJpcy5ub2FhLmdvdi9vdXRyZWFjaC9hcnRjb250ZXN0Lmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc29


    

America’s Boating Club - Austin 

Page 5 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

 
More “Blast from the Past” photos 



 

Visit our Austin squadron website:   http://www.ABCaustin.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

       We are America’s Boating Club      ® 
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