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NEW TEXAS BOATING LAWS 
  
House Bill 337 (Kali’s Law): 

       A new law passed the Legislature this session 
that requires the use of Engine Cutoff Switch on 
power vessels less than 26 ft. 

Requires the operator of a vessel that is less 
than 26’ in length and is equipped with 
an ECOS to verify that the equipment is 
operational and fully functioning 

Requires the operator to properly attach the 
lanyard or wireless attachment, as ap-
propriate for the specific motorboat, to 
the operator's body or to the clothing or 
personal flotation device being worn by 
the operator. 

Requires that the ECOS must be worn when 
the motorboat is moving at greater than 
headway speed. Headway speed is de-
fined as slow, idle speed, or speed only 
fast enough to maintain steerage on 
course (TAC § 55.302(3)). 

Does not require the retrofitting of any ves-
sel that has not come equipped with an 
ECOS. This does not allow for some-
one to remove the ECOS if the vessel 
was originally equipped. 

On December 4th, 2018, Congress passed 
the US Coast Guard reauthorization bill 
that starting January 1, 2019 required 
“manufacturers, distributors and deal-
ers” to install engine cutoff switches on 
all new boats “less than 26 feet overall 
in length and capable of developing 
115 pounds or more of static thrust 
(roughly 6hp).” The engine cutoff     
……………………..(continued on page 4)                         

By now I’m sure many of you have wondered what’s 
happened to your intrepid Commander.  Has he strayed 
too close to the edge of the world and dropped off into the 
abyss, or has he perhaps been taken by pirates and held 
for ransom? Could he have gone missing in the waters of 
the Pacific Northwest, forgotten all his APS navigation 
skills, and be lost forever?  Well, not to worry!  I’m 
happy to report that I’m alive and well and right here in 
River City.  At least for now. 

I’m aware that I’ve missed a few squadron and other 
events over the last three months, but I will tell you that I 
was there in spirit and read about them with interest in 
previous Plotters.  In particular, I’d like to apologize to 
Herman Willi for missing his party and wish him a happy 
belated birthday.  Herman is and has been a great 
contributor to APS.  I was curious about when Herman 
joined the Squadron, so I looked it up in the Roster and 
found that he joined in June of 1965, six months after I 
started my first job.  That’s 54 years ago folks!  What 
loyalty and persistence!  Next time you see Herman, tell 
him how much you value him as a member of APS.   And 
kudos to Chet Geist and Russ Hawkins who both joined 
in 1961.  I don’t think I’ve met Russ, but Chet keeps me 
on the straight and narrow all the time, for which I am 
eternally  grateful. 

So, what have I actually been doing all this time?  Well, I 
spent all of July and August in British Columbia working 
on and enjoying our “new” old boat Cahlita.  There’s no 
shortage of projects on a 50 year old wooden boat, but 
I’m no stranger to boat projects, and, as they say in my 
neck of the woods “it ain’t no step for a stepper”.  Things 
like AC and DC systems rewiring is right up my alley, 
and replacing water piping is pretty straight forward.  
Some things I need some help with and for those there are 
shipwrights and other tradesmen right in the marina. 

Admiral Terry joined me for part of the summer and we 
did cruise some of the Southern Gulf Islands with 
company from Toronto and Austin.  Terry has completely 
redecorated the cabin interiors and Cahlita is now a very 
comfortable second home for us. 

                                                                (continued on page 2) 

From the Commander: 
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(continued from page 1) 

Learning to handle Cahlita has been an ongoing experience.  
Through my contacts at the Canadian Power Squadron (I 
have become a member) I was able to find a squadron 
member who makes his living providing instruction for new 
owners.  Cahlita is a single engine diesel full displacement 
vessel with no thrusters.  She is slow and very heavy, 
advantages in close quarter handling, but not very 
manueverable.  We have had to learn all the idiosyncracies 
of the boat and understand exactly how she will react to 
changes at the helm.  We’ve had several sessions with the 
instructor and are becoming much more comfortable as 
time passes. 

In addition to time on Cahlita, Terry and I spent a couple of 
weeks in Greece during September.  About ten days of that 
trip was on a chartered power catamaran in the Sarconic 
Gulf to the southwest of Athens.  We had originally planned 
to meet the boat in Santorini and cruise the Cyclades islands 
southeast of Athens.  When we arrived at Santorini a couple 
of days before our planned cruise we were confronted by 
unusually high winds which only grew worse as the days 
passed.  Winds in September are normal here, but these 
were extreme, so the decision was made to fly back to 

 

Athens, meet the boat there and cruise the Sarconic which is 
better protected and the boat runs would be shorter. 

The gulf might have been more protected, but the wind blew 
consistently in the 40’s and 50’s with gusts to 65 knots for 
three days.  Captain Kostas, our captain, never seemed 
concerned, but all of us were sometimes a little prayerful.  It 

helped that this was a big cat (62’ LOA, 20+’ beam) which 
gave it much more stability than a typical monohull.  The 
video above shows us approaching the entrance of the 
harbor at Hydra looking for shelter for the night.  We were 
able to enter the harbor, but there was no room at the inn.  
Instead we headed for another less popular harbor for the 
night.  This wind was relentless for three days, and then we 
had beautiful weather for the rest of the trip.  Go figure!               
 

Until I see you all again, I wish you 

Fair winds… 
 
Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 
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                USPS District 21  

Update: 2019 
Fall Conference 
in Lake Charles        
on  October 4-5  

So what is happening at the conference? The schedule of events is listed in the registration flyer but I wanted to 
highlight a few things …. 

Friday there is a lot going on. We will be conducting and certifying Vessel Safety Examiners. Make sure you at-
tend the VSC workshop to get certified, renew your certification or just get updated on the VSC program. We will 
also have a good information session on Co-Op Charting. We will discuss the current situation and plans for sup-
porting our nautical charts and geodetic markers. 

Who makes the best drinks in District 21? I think we do in Lake Charles of course, but I remember we had a very 
successful drink-making competition a few years ago. Saturday evening we will have our dockside social, so get 
together with your squadron folks and bring your best drink to compete! 

Finally, after a couple of days of meetings and seminars, it will be time to Rock the Dock! Our own Al Touchet will 
be performing live with great music at our evening Rock the Dock event. The big BBQ pit will be hot and our 
cooks will be preparing a nice meal before you dance the night away. 

Visit the Lake Charles Sail & Power Squadron Facebook Page for more information 

Lake Charles Sail & Power Squadron ● lcsps.org  
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(continued from page 1)       

      switch provision “includes, but is not 
limited to, inboard engines, outboard 
motors and sterndrive engines.” These 
switches also must meet American Boat 
and Yacht Council Standards (ABYC). 

The Department informed the legislature that it 
would spend the first year of implementation of the 
legislation educating the public on the requirement 
and only enforcing it when absolutely necessary to 
give the public time to conform. 
In layman’s terms; The operator of a power vessel 
under 26 feet, equipped with an ignition cutoff 
switch must use it when operating a vessel above 
headway speed. The law does not require the retro-
fitting of any vessel. 

 
  House Bill 4032: 

       Allows a boat purchaser to use a dealer tag for 
45 days after the date in which the dealer submits 
the paperwork to the Department. The Dealer 

now has 45 days to submit the paperwork. Dealer 
Tags displayed by buyers will now be valid for 
90 days. 

Source:  Tim Spice, Boater Education Manager, Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 
Squadron Education Officer 

Special Notice 

If you have an uninspected boat, please contact one 
of the following inspectors and let them know you 
would like a USPS safety inspection. 

John Causey           Rob Gentry        Ginny Strong 
Ed Fredholm          Charles Strong 

Be a good example out  on the lake or in your mari-
na and encourage your friends to take advantage of 
this free service. 

http://uspshouston.benchurl.com/c/l?u=91377FB&e=ECFB30&c=A7830&t=0&l=&email=mlhPYp6axDFO2k0%2FYjbYf3nlkRjLUbPe&seq=1
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Dreams  -  Clint Whitaker 

Several people have commented recently that they didn’t see me 

at squadron events over the summer.  The short explanation was 

that I spent most of the summer in Florida searching for, buying, 

and relocating a trawler. 

As many of you know, I have been taking classes, asking ques-

tions, and listening to boating war stories intently over the last 

few years.  For many years, we have had a dream to have a larger 

boat, something that could take us on longer scuba diving trips to 

the Bahamas, Dry Tortugas, Florida Keys, and maybe further 

afield.   

Thanks to the learnings and inspiration provided by members of 

the squadron, we finally took the plunge this summer. We are 

now the proud owners of a 44’ Tollycraft cockpit motor yacht, 

essentially a ‘fast’ trawler, capable of cruising at displacement 

speeds (8kts) or on plane at 17+kts.   

We renamed her Indigo Dreams and she is a documented vessel 
so feel free to look her up. 

Here are a few details for the boat nerds in the group: 

1988 Tollycraft 44’ CPMY 

LOD 44’ – LOA is near 50’ including swim platform and 
bow pulpit 

Beam 15’ – Draft 3’8” 

Cat 3208TA engines (375hp each), Kohler 8kw generator, 
water maker 

Cruise at 8kts at 1200rpm or 17kts at 2200rpm 

WOT 22kts at 2800rpm 

Two staterooms and two heads, plus a dinette that folds 
down to sleep two more 

Tanks: Diesel 440 gallons (two 150 gal tanks plus two 70 gal 

tanks), freshwater 140 gallons, blackwater 40 gallons 

The search, purchase, refit, and relocation story took most of the 

summer and is too long to tell in great detail in The Plotter, but 

here is a ‘quick’ summary. 

After spending a lot of time on Yachtworld dreaming, we did a 

road trip to Florida in late May to look at boats (and to visit fami-

ly and friends).  We saw a series of boats from Orange Beach, 

AL, to Marathon in the FL Keys.  We had done a lot of research 

in advance (including talking to a lot of squadron members), but 

we needed to crawl around some boats to see what would work 

and what wouldn’t. 

The Tollycraft 44’ came out the top of the list with the best com-

bination of price, seaworthiness, and functionality.  We had seen 

a series on YouTube (“Searching for C-Shels”) where a couple 

bought a Tolly 44’ and live on her full time, traveling back and 

forth from Canada to the Bahamas, seasonally.  That video series 

(and the owners of C-Shel, who we connected with on Face-

book) gave me some good insights on what to expect. 

The boat we eventually bought was docked in Palm Coast, FL, 

on the east coast between St Augustine and Daytona Beach.  The 

owners had moved up to a 62’ pilothouse and needed to sell their 

44’.  After much negotiation, we put down an offer that was ac-

cepted.  We had seen the boat twice during the May trip to FL, 

but flew back for the survey which was held in Daytona Beach 

in early July. 

We had a marine surveyor give the boat a full inspection, plus 

we hired the local Caterpillar distributor to do a survey of the 

engines.  The survey was a good learning process and the con-

sensus was that she was a sound boat, though with a number of 

issues that needed attention, as you might expect from a 30 year 

old boat (most of us 

can probably relate to 

that personally, having 

achieved middle age). 

The biggest issues were 

with the exhaust, the 

‘dripless’ seals on the 

propeller shafts, the 

rudder glands, and the 

need to replace the so-

nar transponders, which were inoperable.  We knew that the boat 

needed new navigational electronics, so the transponders were 

going to get replaced anyway, but that coupled with the other 

issues would require some time ‘on the hard’ in a boatyard.  Af-

ter some negotiation about the survey findings, we came to a 

settlement and closed the purchase on July 18. 

The boatyard had originally estimated about one week to com-

plete the repairs needed before undertaking a longer cruise.  

Well, as many of you can probably attest, boatyard estimates 

don’t always work out in reality.  One week turned into three 

weeks on the hard.  Plus, an additional week to get the new navi-

gational electronics fitted and the boat ready for cruising. 

We finally set off from Daytona Beach at first light on Monday, 

August 19.  On board, I had my brother-in-law Ray, who has 

some boating experience and some really good diesel experi-

ence, and Capt. Rick Anderau, a semi-retired professional cap-

tain based in Daytona whom I had met.  I hired Rick to give Ray 

and I some good education on running a boat the size of Indigo 

Dreams. 

Our destination was Ft Walton Beach, where we had arranged a 

wet slip.  We chose Fort Walton Beach for a variety of reasons, 

mostly due to proximity to family members in north Florida and 

Alabama.  At least for the interim, we decided to leave the boat 

in Florida rather than bringing it back to TX.  The beaches and 

scuba diving are better in Florida and our Commander’s example 

of buying and keeping a trawler in Canada served as a bit of an 

inspiration. 
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The trip from Daytona to Ft Walton Beach was a bit of an adven-

ture that ended up requiring seven days.  Here are the day-by-day 

highlights: 

Day 1 – Daytona Beach to Ft Pierce – Our original Day 1 
destination was Stuart, but the trip was curtailed due to a 
fuel manifold problem.  We ran offshore and were able 
to see the sights of Cape Canaveral from just outside the 
3-mile security limit.   We were able to resolve the issue 
overnight in Ft Pierce, which turned out to be due to our 
unfamiliarity with the boat. 

Day 2 – Ft Pierce to Moore Haven via the Lake Okeechobee 
Waterway.  We had originally intended to clear the en-
tire waterway in one day, but since we were starting 
from Ft Pierce rather than Stuart, this proved impossible.  
There are five sets of locks on the waterway and they 
close at 4:30pm.  We made it through the Lake and 
stopped at the last good dockage after the third set of 
locks.  The waterway is reasonably scenic and fairly 
easy to navigate in a trawler.  Highlights included alliga-
tors, bald eagles, orange groves, and sugar cane fields.  
Moore Haven is a small town which seems to be popu-
lated mostly by migrant agricultural workers, there were 
very few amenities. 

Day 3 – Moore Haven to Boca Grande Key – We completed 
our traverse of the Okeechobee Waterway by mid-day, 
made a quick stop in Ft Myers to pick up a few supplies, 
then motored North via the Intracoastal Waterway, 
which was wide open in this section. Boca Grande is a 
barrier island and appears to be a nice place to visit.  
Unfortunately, we were tired and had boat chores to do, 
so we never made it beyond the marina restaurant (the 
food was good but a little pricey). 

Day 4 – Boca Grande Key to Tarpon Springs – We ran off-
shore all day, on plane at about 18-20 kts.  The boat ran 
admirably, and we passed the entrance to Tampa Bay 
and the beaches of Clearwater.  Tarpon Springs was 
founded by Greek immigrants as a sponge diving/fishing 
village and it still has a bit of the flavor of a working 
seaport with a significant number of 20-60ft commercial 
vessels.  The biggest issue is the 45-minute, twisting, no-
wake approach to the port.  The town proved to be worth 
it, with marinas, lots of restaurants, and plenty of shop-
ping.  Captain Rick decided that we were fully capable 
of running the boat (I’d been at the helm over 90% of 
the time) so he fired himself and rented a car for the 
short drive back across the peninsula to Daytona. 

Day 5 – Tarpon Springs to Apalachicola – The longest 
stretch of the trip.  The direct route cuts off the corner 
between the peninsula and the panhandle of Florida.  
This section must be completed offshore as there is no 
Intracoastal waterway in this area, and the nearshore 
waters are very shallow with few options for boats our 
size.  Leaving Tarpon Springs, we set a course of ap-
proximately 330˚ and ran at about 19kts.  We were 30 
miles to the west of Cedar Key when I heard or felt 
something odd.  I had the urge to check the engine room 
and found a geyser of hot sea water shooting up from the 

starboard engine.  I quickly shut it down and found a 
blown seal on the raw water impeller.  Luckily, we 
had a spare, so Ray changed the seal while I kept the 
boat stable on one engine.  I had a contingency plan 
to divert to Cedar Key, but Ray managed to complete 
the repair in about 30 minutes.  We finally arrived in 
Apalachicola just before sunset. 

Day 6 – Apalachicola to Panama City – Originally, we 
thought that we would make it to Ft Walton on Day 
6, but it was the turn of the port engine to cause 
problems.  Thick clouds of black smoke came from 
the port stern whenever we tried to take the engine 
above 1200 rpm, essentially anytime the turbo would 
have spun up.  We were so near to our final destina-
tion that we wanted to get to the end point before 
dealing with engine repairs.  We managed to run at 
displacement speed (8kts) without any problems, but 
we ran out of day light and had to stop for the night 
in Panama City, about 50 miles shy of Ft Walton. 

Day 7 – Panama City to Ft Walton – Another day of run-
ning at true trawler speed (8kts).  We ran offshore, 
down the beach between Panama City and Ft Wal-
ton. When we got to the harbor entrance for Ft Wal-
ton/Destin, I was immediately glad that I hadn’t tried 

to run it after dark the previous night.  The channel is 
narrow, twisting, poorly marked and loaded with 
sand bars.  The charts do not keep up with rapidly 
changing sand bars in that entrance.  We got to the 
marina safely, tired and much more experienced in 
running a 40+ foot trawler. 

Subsequently, we learned that the port engine problem was 

not a blown turbo, as the engine worked without problems 

several weeks later in a short cruise around Choctawhatchee 

Bay.  We are having the engines serviced in November and 

hope to get a definitive diagnosis on the problem we experi-

enced. 

The whole process of buying the boat and embarking on a 

maiden cruise was very satisfying.  We learned a lot and 

would do it over (knowing what we know now).  The things 

we learned from the USPS training were invaluable in the 

overall process and we look forward to taking more USPS 

classes in the future, as well as swapping stories and experi-

ences with members. 

Clint Whitaker, S 
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Vivian Werkenthin passed 

away peacefully early Satur-

day morning, September 28th. 

Vivian was married for 70 

years to Past Commander 

Max Werkenthin Jr., and en-

joyed always participating in 

the social activities of the Austin Power Squadron. Her 

smiling presence will be missed. No public memorial ser-

vice will be held. The Werkenthin family thanks you all for 

your kind expressions of sympathy. 

Octoberfest photos: 

Once again, Karl and Chereen Fischer hosted a fall meet-

ing at their property on Lake LBJ.  Paul and Deborah did 

a terrific job of coordinating event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

calm pond at dusk 

geese family glides by 

reflected symmetry 

                   A Haiku by Christine Wenk-Harrison 



What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

__ __ 

 

America’s Boating Club of Austin 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

         We are America’s Boating Club     — ® 

 

   THE PLOTTER 

   has received the 2018 

   Distinctive Communicator Award  

                
October 2019 

      4 & 5   District 21 Fall Conference, Lake Charles, LA (page 5) 

      20    Fall festival at Mansfield Dam  (see page 3) 

                            

  

November 2019 

Proposed restaurant dinner meeting -  check your emails and                               
next month’s Plotter for details 


