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Squadron Education Officer 

America’s Boating Course  

At this time every year we announce the dates and 
location for our America’s Boating Course classes for 
the next year.  The dates for 2020 will probably be 
the second weekend in March, the second weekend 
in May and second weekend in June of.  Our usual 
location is no longer available for these classes.  We 
have started looking at classroom locations near Lake 
Travis without any luck.  If you know of a place that 
will hold about 15 to 20 students, please contact me, 
with any information. 

Piloting Course 

In September I announced the completion of the Pi-
loting Course by two members.  The Exam Adminis-
trator mailed the completed exams by Priority Mail 
to Headquarters.  Even though they arrived at Head-
quarters two days later, the grading was delayed due 
to the installation of new computers and new pro-
graming at Headquarters.  We are just happy that the 
exams were not lost in the process.  And yes, our stu-
dents did pass with excellent grades.  Congratula-
tions, Dan and Libby English!  

Advanced Piloting Course 
One of the graduates from the Piloting Course has 
started the Advanced Piloting Course.  This course 
provides the students with more technics and skills 
used in coastal and inland piloting. 
If any member is interested in joining this class, 
please let me know. 

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Squadron Education Officer 
 

Greetings from British Columbia.  That’s right, I’m 
back in the saddle again, working diligently to bring 
Cahlita’s electrical system up to today’s ABYC 
standards.  In the last couple of weeks I’ve made 
good progress, but ‘it’s a long and winding road” as 
the Beetles put it so well back at the end of the 
sixties.  I can just imagine Cahlita’s previous owners 

starting down that road 
making all the  “changes 
and  improvements” I’m 
dealing with today.  My 
skills as a former electrician 
are serving me well in 
deciphering and correcting 
this mess.  As you can see 
from the picture there 
doesn’t seem to be any 
rhyme or reason that I can 
find for this rat’s nest in the 
lower helm panel (actually, 

this is a before photo, standby for the after photo next 
month). 

Of course, there is other work happpening as well.  
The goal is to get her ready for next year’s cruising 
season.  That means making her as safe and self 
reliant as possible.  New thru hull fittings, new heating 
and hot water systems, new grey water sump and a 
new, larger holding tank are all in process, and I’m 
sure there will be more surprises before the end is in 
sight.  These items were not really surprises, just part 
of getting a really good price on the boat, and we do 
have a budget for them. 

Speaking of surprises, we are rapidly approaching the 
end of the squadron year, and the task of finding new 
Bridge Officers is looming over us.  As always, this is 
a trying time for the current Bridge.  We, and many 
other squadrons, are suffering from a lack of new 
members and the aging of those members we do 
have.  I will be leaving my post in March after serving 
on the Bridge for four years.  Hopefully, I will have a 

From the Commander: 
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November: 

 2         Charlie Buerschinger 
 7         Ed Fredholm 
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13        Matt Syptak 
15        Bob Little 
30        Christine Geist 

December:    

  8        Sandy Causey   
 11       Ellen Greenleaf  

    31       Christine Wenk-Harrison 
 

replacement.  Many of our members have served with 
distinction in Bridge positions in the past, but many 
others have never taken a position.  If we are to carry 
on as a successful squadron, something has to change.  
If you like attending our meetings and events, maybe 
you should think about taking a turn as the 
Administrative Officer, or, how about a term or two as 
Secretary.  Don’t want to step right into the 
Commander’s position, spend a year as Executive 
Officer to get tuned up.  And, of course, if you’re good 
with books and budgets join us as Treasurer, and our 
long serving Education Officer Christine Geist could 
sure use some help.  There will always be 
knowledgeable folks to support you in these positions, 
so have no fear about getting the job done. 

 Folks, our squadron is in serious jeopardy of not sur-
viving much longer if we don’t see new faces in our 
leadership positions.  Please give serious consideration 
to participating.  Contact any of the current Bridge Offic-
ers or John Causey to express interest in a position.   

Enuff said!!! 

Fair winds my friends.. 

Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 

 

10-09 | Texas Boating Law Administrator 
Elected NASBLA Chairman 

LEXINGTON, KY - During its 60th annual meet-

ing, held in Anchorage, Alaska, Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, 

2019, the National Association of State Boating 

Law Administrators (NASBLA) elected Asst. 

Commander Game Warden Cody Jones, Boating 

Law Administrator for Texas, as Chairman of 

the nonprofit organization for the 2019-2020 

year. He succeeds Mark Brown, Oklahoma's 

Boating Law Administrator. NASBLA is a na-

tional nonprofit, 501(c)3 organization that works 

to develop public policy for recreational boating 

safety. NASBLA represents the recreational 

boating authorities of all 50 states and the U.S. 

territories. 

TXP&W monthly newsletter Oct 11 ‘19  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEwMTEuMTE0MTI1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRwd2Quc3RhdGUudHgudXMvbmV3c21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLz9yZXE9MjAxOTEwMDliJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3ZkZWxp
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTEwMTEuMTE0MTI1NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRwd2Quc3RhdGUudHgudXMvbmV3c21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLz9yZXE9MjAxOTEwMDliJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3ZkZWxp
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District 21 Fall Conference  

The District 21 Fall Conference was hosted by Lake Charles 

Sail & Power Squadron in Lake Charles, LA., on October 

4th and 5th.   Austin had six members attending, Howard 

Yoas and Mary Pierpont, Herman and Charlis Willi, Chet 

and Christine Geist.  Other members attending were from 

Dallas, Fort Worth, Galveston Bay, Houston,  the Lower 

Rio Grande Valley,  

Ouachita, San Anto-

nio, and of course, 

Lake Charles squad-

rons.  Our hosts en-

tertained us, cooked 

for us, and provided 

a Saturday night 

dockside social with 

all the Louisiana trimmings that they called “Rock the 

Dock.”  All of these functions were held at the 

“Anchorage”, their home port on Prien Lake.  Also, during 

the Saturday evening celebration, our members, Charlis 

Willi and Mary Pierpont did a lot of selling of America’s 

Boating Club and USPS items at the “Ship’s Store”.   

On Friday, members from several squadrons conducted 

seminars on Instructor Training, VSC Training, and Co-Op 

Charting instruction.  Also on Friday, the District Council 

met to determine what items would be presented to the Fall 

Conference on Saturday.  The 2020-2021 District 21 Budget 

was approved for presentation. 

At the Conference the Squadrons reported on their activities 

and the District officers reported on their department news 

from the National Governing Board.  The proposed 2020-

2021 District Budget was approved by the voting members.   

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

A gator roams the Rock the Dock party. 

Wake Up! 

Last summer I took our 18’ bowrider down to Port Aransas 

for fishing and fun. It being a beautiful day, my wife and I, 

our daughter and her BFF, decided to do a little exploring. 

We pulled out of the Port A harbor and went along the ship 

channel and pulled into Island Moorings where Bob Little 

has a house. That’s a pretty, protected little harbor about a 

half mile off the main channel. 

On the way back a large tug went barreling past us going in 

the opposite direction. He was uncomfortably close but I 

didn’t see a wake so I casually figured we were good. 

Dummy! Over the engine noise I didn’t hear my wife yell 

to watch out. By the time I saw this huge wake it hit us 

hard, lifting the bow of the boat way up out of the water 

and smashing it down again. My wife was sitting down but 

she hit so hard she broke the seat. My daughter’s friend was 

lying down and she suddenly couldn’t move. 

I got on the handheld VHF and called Pan Pan on Channel 

16, raising the Corpus Christi Coast Guard station. I ex-

plained what had happened, our location and the condition 

of our passenger. They scrambled the Port A EFT team, 

who met us at the dock when we arrived about 10 minutes 

later. They put Caytlin on a back board and took her to the 

ambulance. I tied up the boat and we followed the ambu-

lance to the nearest hospital in Corpus Christi. 

When we got there x-rays turned up no fractures or disloca-

tions but we had a young girl in a lot of pain, which they 

did treat. Meanwhile her family converged on us from both 

Austin and San Antonio. We met at a local restaurant where 

the embarrassed captain hosted a very large, very relieved 

family dinner. 

Takeaways: Always carry a VHF and know how to use it. 

And watch out for wakes for crying out loud! 

John Donovan, P 

 

       Yes we are going to have a Christmas party 
                          again this year !!! 
      Mark your calendars and do set aside Sunday 
                  afternoon DECEMBER 8TH .   
      A room at a restaurant has been reserved and  
                  details are being worked out.  
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AMERICA’S BOATING CLUB 

AUSTIN 

17 NOVEMBER 2019    1:00 – 4:00 PM 

9041 Research Blvd.   Austin, Texas 78758  512-459-4242 

www.casachappala.com 

North- East Corner of 183 & Burnet Rd. 

 

THE CAVA ROOM 

Jim Merritt will present the program 

Lunch at 1:30 PM 

Appetizers, Beef and Chicken Fajitas, Dessert, Coffee, tea & sodas 

$25.00 per person (includes gratuities) 

Register at this website: 

                       https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=A7AHQ6Y5UQHQ2&source=url   

                                          If  you chose to pay when you arrive, PLEASE notified us ahead of                                                                                                                   

                                                    time that you are coming.  Food is ordered by head count.   

                                                           Got a question or comment? call Chet 512-327-0928  

 

                                                                                            

 

http://www.casachappala.com
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=A7AHQ6Y5UQHQ2&source=url
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Yacht Mooring Greek Style 

In my Commander’s column last month, I mentioned that 
Terry and I spent ten days on a large charter catamaran 
cruising the Sarconic Gulf region of Greece southeast of 
Athens.  Having never done a charter in Greece I was curi-
ous about all things nautical that I might encounter.  In par-
ticular, I was anxious to see how the Greeks handled dock-
ing and mooring.   

Turns out that there were no marinas in the area we were 
cruising, only concrete quays for mooring.  That meant no 
defined slips or posts for securing the bow.  So, the only 
method  used was stern tying to the quay using the anchor 
and heavy chain rode to keep the bow in position.  All the 
vessels we encountered had chain rode only and relied on 
the weight of the chain to keep the bow stable. 

The mooring process begins with finding an empty slot you 
think is large enough to accomodate your boat’s beam.  
Boats on both sides of your boat will have numerous fenders 
deployed (as will you) to protect their topsides and yours, 
and their captains will stand by watching you maneuver 
feining great concern.  Once the slot has been identified, you 
position your boat stern to the slot and several boat lengths 
forward of the slot.  You drop anchor to the bottom and sig-
nal the captain to back down into the slot while you contin-
ue to pay out anchor chain.  He does this with gusto and 
quite a bit of speed to get good steerage and compensate for 
wind and current.  The closer he gets to the slot, the screams 
of advice and fear become more intense, but before you 
know it your professional captain has slipped the boat into 
the slot without incident as if he was just putting on a shoe, 
and all the shouting stops.  This manuever is not for the faint 
of heart nor for a single engine boat without a thruster like 
mine. 

The astute boater might ask how one pulls away from the 
quay to leave the harbor.  Just reverse the process you say.  
That works quite well when the quay is long and straight 
and all the anchor chains are well separated.  However, 
long, straight quays are the exception to the rule in Greece 
and the chances of picking up another boat’s anchor rode are 
great.  We saw this many times with boats blocking tight 
spaces trying to untangle.  That happened to us twice, with 
the harbor master coming out in his dinghy to help us the 
second time. 

It gets even worse in popular harbors where there are many 
vessels jockeying for a very few slots or double mooring off 
already moored boats.  It reminded me of a Costco or 
Walmart parking lot on a Saturday morning.  I mentioned 
that we had attemped to moor in the Harbor at Hydra 
(pronounced E dra) during the early part of our cruise, but 
high winds drove us to seek other shelter.  Several days later 
we returned to Hydra under better conditions, only to find 
the harbor completely full.  Hydra was the birth place of our 
captain, so he had lots of friends there and was invited by 
the captain of a similar sized catamaran which was leaving 
in a couple of hours to stern moor to his bow and take his 

slot when he left.  We did so using the same technque de-
scribed earlier and spent the next couple of hours drinking 
Bloody Marys and watching many boats trying to do what 
we had just done.  Eventually, we got the slot and enjoyed a 
day and night in Hydra. 

Here’s a video of a cat picking up his anchor just feet from 

our bow as we were double moored.  He had been stern 
moored at a quay just across from us.  Thankfully, he did 
not foul our anchor.  Notice the other boats circling like flies 
around honey. 

A  few words about Hydra.  It’s the only village on a fairly 

small island and it’s major industry is tourism, but it is still 
home to a small fishing fleet.  There are only two vehicles 
on Hydra by law, a garbage truck and an ambulance.  Eve-
rything on the island comes by boat and is carried to its final 
destination by donkey, as shown in the photo to the left.  
Hydra was one of our better destinations, with great food, 
friendly people, not too touristy, and good shopping for the 
admiral.  If you’re ever in Greece, check it out.  You can get 
there by ferry from other islands and, I believe, Athens. 

Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 
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October Meeting  

We have several comments on the October meeting. 

From Christine Wenk-Harrison: 

A special thanks to Chet and Christine Geist for the wonder-

ful event at the Mansfield Dam Pavilion.  We enjoyed County 

Line Bar-B-Que Brisket, Sausage, turkey and chicken plus 

their delicious sides of Potato Salad, Cole Slaw and Beans. 

In addition, Christine prepared a tasty dessert for us to en-

joy.  Sandi Causy contributed her famous 7-layer dip. 

Our own PDC Joe 

Dorn presented a pro-

gram on his recent 

Honor Flight to Wash-

ington, D.C.  as a vet-

eran of the Korean 

War.  His slide presen-

tation was very inter-

esting and enlighten-

ing.  He complimented 

the Honor Flight or-

ganization that pre-

sents these trips and 

the efforts they make to 

conduct a very orga-

nized and meaningful trip and in trying to make sure every 

war veteran has this opportunity. 

Thanks again to all for making this a great meeting. 

 

And from Ginny Strong: 

We were honored to have a special guest in attendance at the 
October 20th meeting. He is 
a Veteran of World War II 
and arrived in France the 
day after D-Day.  The gen-
tleman was a guest of  Matt 
and  Suzanne Syptak. 

With Veterans’ Day just 
around the corner, this meet-
ing was perfect for the month 
of October. 

 

 

Special Notice 

If you have an uninspected boat, please contact one 
of the following inspectors and let them know you 
would like a USPS safety inspection. 

John Causey           Rob Gentry        Ginny Strong 
Ed Fredholm          Charles Strong 

Be a good example out  on the lake or in your mari-
na and encourage your friends to take advantage of 
this free service. 

From TX Parks & Wildlife: 

 

New Tx Paddling Trail 

The Sabine Sandbar Paddling Trail near Carthage 
opens this week, offering paddlers the opportunity to 
enjoy tree-lined river views and plenty of wildlife sight-
ings. The 78th official Texas Paddling Trail, as desig-
nated by Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, was 
nominated by the Panola County Chamber of Com-
merce and Texas Conservation Alliance because of 
its gleaming white sandbars and opportunity for great 
paddling. 

Whooping Cranes Making Way to Texas Coast 

With the first sightings of iconic, endangered whoop-
ing cranes along the Texas coast, the Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department is reminding Texans to be on 
the lookout for these impressive birds as they move 
through the state. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAxOTExMDEuMTIzMzUwMzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRwd2Quc3RhdGUudHgudXMvbmV3c21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLz9yZXE9MjAxOTEwMzBhJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3ZkZWxp
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Cooperative Charting 

There has not been a lot of recent activity in our district 

and the Austin club as far as charting effort.  But now 

that the weather has cooled down, I know we will have 

several members here in the Austin getting out to do 

especially the geodetics.  You may want to get outdoors 

in this great weather and recover a few of  the federal 

survey markers.  Let me or Chet Geist know if you 

need help or just want some company (see the roster). 

If you are more inclined to recover navigation aids on 
the coast... again, we can help.  Please note that new 
editions for the following charts on our district coast line 
have just been released:  

11339, edition: 5, Calcasieu River and Approaches  
11347, edition: 41, Calcasieu River and Lake Charles 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 

APS Coop Charting Chairman 

         Happy Thanksgiving 

Paul Chudnow  

Michael O'Donnell  

From National: 

Holliday Shopping 

The Ship’s Store is geared up for your holiday gift needs! 
What better way to recognize power squadron friends 
than to thank them with a gift? Our new America’s Boat-
ing Club stemless wine glasses ($16) have been flying 
out of the store. You'll want several for your holiday par-
ties. In this season of changeable weather, consider our 
cheerful red, white and blue compact umbrella ($16). 
Bundle that together with our fun, new (it's OK to leave 
them on the bus) sunglasses ($5) and zippered case 
($5), and you're prepared for anything. Of course, we 
have beautiful, new America’s Boating Club shirts for 
those you truly love. You can find all of these items on 
the "What’s New" page of our Ship's Store website. Hap-
py shopping!    

Email: Claire McDonald 

Read more: store.shopusps.org/Catalog/See-Whats-New  

 

New Website 

The new site is live! All pages have gone public; 
please check it out when you have the opportunity. 
Thanks to the Marketing Committee and the IT Com-
mittee for their efforts in making this a reality.    

Email: Shirley Heald 

Read more:  americasboatingclub.org 
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mailto:mcdonald@stthom.edu
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=8aa1a90fc3&e=ca5de514e4
mailto:shirleyheald@verizon.net
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=c3e031363e&e=ca5de514e4


What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

__ __ 

 

America’s Boating Club of Austin 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

         We are America’s Boating Club     — ® 

 

   THE PLOTTER 

   has received the 2018 

   Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                                 
  

November 2019 

17   Monthly dinner meeting at Casa Chapala (see inside). 

 

December 2019 

 8     Holidays party - Sunday afternoon.  Location to be announced. 

 


