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From the Education Officer: 

As we come to the end of the year for 2019-2020, the Ed-
ucation Department is planning to finish the current cours-
es that are in progress and start a new schedule. The new 
schedule will include new course and seminar editions.   

Before the summer, we plan to teach the two-hour seminar 
How to Use a Chart,  and the elective course, Cruise 
Planning.  In June and July we will schedule our Ameri-
ca’s Boating Course along with the Texas Boating regula-
tions.  In September we will teach the new Boat Handling 
Course along with the optional seminars that will accom-
pany it.  During this year we will also assist any member 
that wishes to complete their Boat Operator Certificate 
(B.O.C.).   

The United States Power Squadrons cooperates with all 
states’ boater education departments to teach the State 
regulations and laws.  For Texas, it is Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department.  I did not realize that it has been 25 
years that we first met Tim Spice, their Boater Education 
Manager.  He has helped with Texas State Instructor Cer-
tification for our members, instructor supplies, and teach-
ing us the online state registration system for class com-
pletions.  

Tim is retiring, but he is leaving us in the hands of Mary 
Carrier, who is also a personal friend, until they fill the 
Boater Manager  position. 

P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 

Education Officer 

From the Commander 

As my time as your Commander “draws nigh” I have been 
reflecting on my service on the APS Bridge over the past 
few years.  As I’m sure other Past Commanders have felt 
when giving up their commands, there is a definite sense 
of an ending, as well as, a new beginning.  For me, of 
course, the new beginning lies in Canada with our “new” 
old boat Cahlita, and all the the attendent opportunities 
and responsibilities she entails.  As I’ve mentioned before, 
I’ve joined a local squadron of the Canadian Power 
Squadron near Victoria, British Columbia, and have 
already made several friends in that organization.  While 
Terry and I are not leaving Austin completely, we plan to 
spend a few months a year aboard Cahlita enjoying the 
beautiful weather and scenery.  We hope the hot Texas 
summers will be over for us for few years.  If you’re going 
to be in our area, give us a call and arrange a visit.  We’d 
love to see you.  

My time on the bridge as your Commander, XO, and 
Admin Officer have been a source of both   pleasure and 
satisfaction.  And what an education I have received 
thanks to our dedicated SEO   Chistine Geist who took me 
just short of a full ticket (still lacking my celestial 
sightings for Navigator which I hope to complete this 
year).  I can’t begin to offer enough kudos to Charles and 
Ginny Strong who are the engine of the squadron.  They, 
with Chet Geist, have kept me on course during my 
voyage without wandering into the shoals and dangerous 
waters along the way.  Last year when no one else would 
take on the tasks, Paul and Deborah Parker became XO 
and Treasurer in spite of their very busy work schedule.  
Deborah has been our very own  “Whirling  Dervish” 
when it comes to PR, setting up events and coordinating 
our weekly meetings, while Paul has kept the squadron’s 
money safe and sound.  Each of these folks has my sincere 
thanks for their efforts. 
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Page 2  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Plotter is the official publication of the Austin Power 
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power Squadrons. 

 
Address correspondence and contributions to the editor: 

Steve Schmidt, phone 512 909-4825  
Or to e-mail address: secretary@austinpowersquadron.org 

 
We retain the right to edit any material submitted to               

The Plotter. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, photos by Matt Syptak                       
and Steve Schmidt 

 

     APS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
      Commander – Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 
      Executive Officer – Lt/C Deborah E. Parker, S 
      Educational Officer - P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist,SN-IN 
      Secretary -- P/C Ginny Strong, AP  
      Assistant Secretary – P/C Chester Geist, SN 
      Treasurer – Lt/C Paul E. Parker, S 
      Assistant Treasurer - P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 
      Most Recent Past Cdr – P/C John Causey, SN 
      Member at Large – Lt James L. Pollok, P 
      Member at Large – P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 
      Member at Large - Lt Jan Comeaux 

March 2020: 

 8       Rob Gentry 
14      Will Fisher 
22      Paul Mallett 
25      Erma Campbell 
27      Charles Mohle 
29      Mary Evans 

April 2020:    

 1        Stephen Schmidt 
 4        Chet Geist 
21       Alan Beelitz 
21       John Donovan 
23       Milton McKinley 
28       Barbara McKinley  

Cooperative Charting 

This week many of the members that have recently par-
ticipated in Coop Charting activities received an email 
outlining activities of the National Cooperative Chart-
ing Committee.  This monthly communication will be  
an effort to make it easier to follow changes in the pro-
cedures and credits in the five categories of Coop 
Charting (CoCh).  Remember, there are now ATON 
recoveries, Marina reports, Bridge reports, Inland wa-
terway reports and Geodetic recoveries. 

As a squadron, we hope to have a Geodetic group event 
late this spring and then an ATON search in early fall. 

There will be a CoCh seminar at 
the D21 spring conference in 
Fort Worth on Friday the 27th of 
this month.  It will probably be at 
1:00 pm and last about an hour. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 
Cooperative Charting Chairman 

Finally, I would like to extend my well wishes to the 
incoming bridge.  Each of the bridge members is a seasoned 
veteran of past bridges and all will do a great job.  With the 
exception of having some new members on the bridge to 
train for the future, it’s hard to see how the squadron could 
have done better. 

I wish you all fair winds and smooth sailing! 

“Damn the torpedos, full speed ahead!” 

Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 

 
 SAVE THE DATE - MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
APRIL 19, 2020 - FREE MEMBER APPRECIATION                                   
DUCK RIDE 
  
MAY 17, 2020 - CPR Class and Certification. 

(continued from front page) 

ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY 

Mary Pierpont is home from the hospital with a few restrictions.  

She went in on Tuesday the 25th for a craniotomy and went home 

on the 27th.  They removed a golf ball sized non malignant tumor.  

Her prognosis is very good.  She and Howard have plans to come 

to the Change of Watch.  



    

America’s Boating Club - Austin 

Page 3 

A Fish Story 

Well not really.  It is about our Annual Meeting at Freda’s 
Fish and Steak Restaurant.  The highlight of the meeting was 
the all you can eat buffet with all kinds of shrimp, fish, mus-
sels, prime rib and any kind of breakfast dish you may de-
sire.  Most everyone went back for seconds. 

The Commander introduced our newest member, Paul 
Chudnow, AP who transferred from Florida.   Paul and his 
wife Phyllis, live in Sun City, Georgetown.  We look for-
ward to seeing him at our future meetings.  Guests included 
new member Will Mohle and friend.  Will has also taken on 
the job of Port Captain.  Also we had Jim Pollok’s Daughter, 
Jennifer, who chauffeured Jim to the meeting in Jim’s new 
red Corvette convertible.  Someone has to do the hard work. 

Written and verbal reports were given by all Bridge Offic-
ers.  The Nominating Committee read the list of next year’s 
Bridge Officers, Executive Committee members at large and 
members of General Committees.  A motion was made that 
all be accepted and the motion was passed.  All will be 
sworn in to their new posts at our Change of Watch coming 
up on March 22nd.   Everyone will be invited to this event at 
Steiner Ranch Steakhouse. 

P/C Chet Geist, SN 

From the Safety Committee 

 . . . because it’s the law 

While operating your vessel in public waterways, it is good 
to be reminded of actions that could put yourself and others 
in danger.  The following are some of the actions that are 
unlawful. 

It is unlawful to 

Operate at a rate of speed greater than is reasonable and 
prudent or greater than will permit the driver to 
stop the vessel within the assured clear distance 
ahead. 

Operate in a manner to cause a hazardous wake or 
wash. 

Anchor in the traveled portion of a river or channel so 
as to prevent, impede, or interfere with safe pas-
sage of any other boat through the same area. 

Engage in water skiing, surfboarding or other similar 
activity between the hours of ½ hour after sunset to 
½ hour before sunrise.  This shall not apply to ves-
sels used in recognized water ski tournaments, 
competitions, exhibitions or trials, provided that the 
water area is adequately lighted. 

Operate while intoxicated (loss of mental or physical 
faculties), or blood alcohol content of .08 or higher.  
1st conviction punishable by a fine not to exceed 
$2,000, confinement in jail not to exceed 180 days 
or both;  2nd conviction punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $4,000, confinement not to exceed one hear 
or both.  **Failure to submit a specimen to deter-
mine blood alcohol content may result in suspen-
sion of your driver’s license. 

Operate within 50 feet of a “Driver Down Flag” or op-
erate a boat within 50 feet of a “Diver Down Flag” 
except at headway/steerage speed. 

NEW STARTING IN 2020:  The engine cut-off switch 
must be worn by the operator on any vessel under 
26’ in length that is equipped with the ECOS, and 
vessel is being operated at greater than-headway 
speed. 

                                                             Ref. Texas Water Safety Act 

     P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 
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RGV 

First week in February, Lindi and Jim drove down to 
the Rio Grande Valley.   No agenda.  No reason to go 
and no reason not to.  That’s a good-enough reason.  
Spent a couple of nights in 
a hotel on a resaca in 
Brownsville, touring west 
from there along the river.  
Border crossing areas 
seemed vital and bustling, 
money being made and 
spent much as we remem-
bered from years past. 

Heading back a little farther north thru Pharr and 
Weslaco, the citrus region was lush and the flowers 
bright.   Producers and sellers that we met were opti-
mistic and outgoing as always, chatting matter-of-
factly about the unending trials of weather, insects and 
government regulation. 

A big cold front blew us out of 
there and over to Boca Chica, 
where there was lots of “space 
industry” construction and an 
air of anticipation.   

 

 

 

We moved on up to South Padre Island, but the cold 
wind and blowing sand made the beach inhospitable.   

Did not detract a bit from the en-
joyment of seafood, though. 

Lt. Jim Pollok, P 

            At the Hotel 

     SpaceX  pad site 

             Gulf coast beach 

At  Dirty Al’s 

 
Your new and outgoing Bridge 

of the AUSTIN POWER SQUADRON 
(America’s Boating Club Austin) 

would like to thank you 
for being an important member of our team. 

We request the honor of your presence 
at your Change of Watch Brunch. 

 
  DATE: 22 MARCH 2020 
   LOCATION: STEINER RANCH STEAK HOUSE 
                          5424 STEINER RANCH BLVD. 
                          AUSTIN, TEXAS 78732 
   EVENT:  IN BUCK’S LOFT 
   CASH BAR:  TIME 12:00 PM 
   CONSIDERATION:  $25.00 PER PERSON 
   CHANGE OF WATCH TIME:  12:30 PM 

 
YOUR ATTENDANCE IS APPRECIATED. 

Bring your spouse or a special guest 
 to enjoy the festivities. 

ATTIRE:  MEMBERS -  BLUE BLAZER NO TIE 
RSVP:  Please return enclosed reply card 

From your mailed invitation. 
 

THANK YOU!! 

DAN Boater and You 

Unless they opted out or declined covered during their 

membership renewal, all members of United States Power 

Squadrons, America’s Boating Club, are members of DAN 

Boater. DAN Boater is a travel safety association that pro-

vides tips on travel safety, first aid information in the field, 

and emergency medical evacuation or repatriation. If you 

are more than 50 miles from home traveling by car, boat, 

train or plane, you can call the 24/7 medical assistance line 

for advice, medical care in your area, or evacuation, if nec-

essary. These services are available to you wherever you 

travel. The membership is free until your USPS annual 

membership renewal when you will have the option to con-

tinue with DAN Boater for $25 per year (single or family) 

or opt-out. See the DAN Boater Handbook for more infor-

mation on this valuable service  -  from Members News—

Mar.’20 

Read more:  https://danboater.org/docs/DAN-Boater-

Member-Benefits-Handbook.pdf  
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What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

         We are America’s Boating Club     — ® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

 

 THE PLOTTER 

  has received the 2019 

  Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   
   

March 2020 

      10        E-board mtg—6:30 pm 

     22       Austin Change of Watch — Steiner Ranch Steakhouse  

     27-29   D21 Spring Conference in Fort Worth 

April 2020 

        14      E-board Meeting 

        19      Free Membership Appreciation Duck Ride 

May 2020 

         17     CPR Class and Certification              


