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Squadron Education Officer 

SEMINARS 

Starting in January one of two selected two-hour sem-
inars will be taught.  The second seminar will be 
taught in February.  The seminars that will be offered 
are AIS Electronics for Boaters and Propane Systems 
on Your Boat.  Both seminars were recently published 
and include PowerPoint  presentations with audio. 

AIS Electronic for Boaters can help you decide if this 
system is this system is right for you.  You will learn 
what AIS does, how it works, if you need this system, 
and how to use AIS to navigate your boat more safely.    

 Propane Systems on Your Boat describes the tools 
needed to use propane fuel safely while boating.  Pro-
pane and butane are most common cooking fuels used 
on boats.  Keep your boat and crew safe by learning h 
ow these systems work, how to inspect and maintain 
the liquid propane gas system. 

The dates and locations for these classes will be an-
nounced when they are available. 

ADVANCED PILOTING  

The Advanced Piloting will take a break for the holi-
days and start up again in January. 

BOAT MAINTENANCE 

If you haven’t noticed, winter conditions have arrived 
in central Texas.  We will probably start spending 
most of our time indoors.  Unless you can bring your 
boat indoors with you to protect it from possible 
freezing temperature, consider reading “Winterizing 
Secrets”, in the November, 2019, issue of USPS Com-
pass and following their suggestions to protect your 
boat.  Do not be fooled by our mild temperatures.    
Just enjoy it, but take care of your boat. 

Lt/C Christine Geist, SN 
Squadron Education Officer 
 

About America’s Boating Channel 

[America’s Boating Channel™ features] safe boating vid-
eos and boater education digital media created especially 
for boaters, by boaters. (#americasboatingchannel). 

Brought to you by United States Power Squadrons®, 
America’s Boating Channel is produced under a grant 
from the Sport Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund 
administered by the U.S. Coast Guard. 

For more than 100 years, United States Power Squadrons 
has been leading the way in boater safety education. And 
as any one of our members will tell you, an educated boat-
er is a better, safer boater. 

Being a member of United States Power Squadrons — 
America’s Boating Club® — is bigger than boating. It’s 
about friendship, memories that last a lifetime, bettering 
your community, and being the most confident boater you 
can be. 

America’s Boating Channel and America’s Boating Club 
are registered trademarks of United States Power Squad-
rons. 

Present video selections include: 

Cold Water Survival 

Wear a Life Jacket! 

Safety Tips for Paddle Sports 

Stand-Up Paddleboard Safety 

Electronic Navigation with GPS 

Situational Awareness 

What Is BUI? 

Dangers of BUI 

This Is UNITED STATES POWER SQUADRONS® 

We Are AMERICA'S BOATING CLUB® 

FOR BOATERS, BY BOATERS™ 

Join USPS AMERICA'S BOATING CLUB® 

 
Excerpted from USPS website 11/30/2019 

Note: See page 3 for a suggestion for material you can contribute. 
You can go directly to the site at  
https://americasboatingchannel.com/  



 

Page 2  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Plotter is the official publication of the Austin Power 
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power Squadrons. 

 
Address correspondence and contributions to the editor: 

Steve Schmidt, phone 512 909-4825  
Or to e-mail address: secretary@austinpowersquadron.org 

 
We retain the right to edit any material submitted to               

The Plotter. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, photos by Matt Syptak                       
and Steve Schmidt 

 

     APS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
      Commander – Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 
      Executive Officer – Lt/C Deborah E. Parker, S 
      Educational Officer - P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist,SN-IN 
      Secretary -- P/C Ginny Strong, AP  
      Assistant Secretary – P/C Chester Geist, SN 
      Treasurer – Lt/C Paul E. Parker, S 
      Assistant Treasurer - P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 
      Most Recent Past Cdr – P/C John Causey, SN 
      Member at Large – Lt James L. Pollok, P 
      Member at Large – P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 
      Member at Large - Lt Jan Comeaux 

January: 

  9      Max Werkenthin II                
18      Jesse Comeaux 
25      Leslie Eubanks-Reynolds 
29      Randy Nini     
30      Deborah Parker 
 

December:    

  8      Sandy Causey   
 11     Ellen Greenleaf  
 31    Christine Wenk-Harrison 

Great Gifts! 

Your Ship's Store Committee wishes the happiest of 

holidays, and remember, should you find yourself in a 

gift-giving mood, we have great gift items waiting for 

you just a click away in the Ship's Store!   

Email: Claire McDonald 

Don’t forget the Christmas party coming up                        

Sunday (Dec 8th). 

See page 4 for the details. 

 

Cooperative Charting 

The deadline for 2019 report submissions is December 

31.  If you are within a few credits of making the honor 

roll (top 20%), you might want to think about getting 

out and doing some work soon.  What better way to 

spend New Year’s Eve for last minute Nautical and 

Geodetic recovery enthusiasts! 

Call me at 512 909-4825 

with questions or help. 

P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 
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NOVEMBER MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

On November 17 some of our members attended the monthly 

meeting at Casa Chapala in Austin.   Chet Geist reminded the 

membership about the December 8th Christmas Party, to be 

held at Texas Land and Cattle.  (More information elsewhere 

in this publication.)   

Dan English and Libby English were presented their Bartz 

Fund Award for successfully completing the Piloting Course. 

Our program for the meeting was a presentation by area marine 

surveyor, Jim Merritt.  Jim has been a member of USPS since 

1967 and is a strong supporter of our education program.  

Jim’s experience and knowledge is anything “boat.” 

He told us that recreational 

boating increased after the 

end of World War II when 

boat manufacturing started 

increasing and people were 

buying boats.  Along with 

this increase, came an in-

crease in accidents and fatali-

ties.  So the United States 

Congress burdened the Unit-

ed States Coast Guard with developing safety rules for the boat 

manufacturers and the operation of boats.  By 1972 the new 

rules were approved by Congress and applied. With the rules 

in place from 1972 through 2018 as the number of boat regis-

trations increased, the fatalities decreased. 

Jim reminded us that the United States Coast Guard’s job with 

Homeland Security has interrupted its work with boater safety 

and hopes that we continue our instruction work on safety reg-

ulations for recreational boaters.   

L/C Christine Geist, SN 

Become a Smartphone Videographer 

Now there's a new way to participate in America's 

Boating Channel. Become a smartphone videogra-

pher and submit a short clip of an aid to navigation for 

our new video "Introducing ATONS." Learn more 

at bit.ly/ATONvideo.   

 
Email: Marty Lafferty 
Read more:  https://americasboatingchannel.com  

Photos by Chet Geist 
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Texas Seafood 

Each fall, I look forward to the Texas Book Festival, held in 

and around the Capitol in downtown Austin. I especially 

enjoy the culinary tent where new food books are previewed 

by the authors who also give culinary demonstrations. While 

I attended several good presentations this year, one was 

unique in that it was on a subject that is not frequently    

covered—seafood, specifically seafood from the Gulf of 

Mexico. 

PJ and Benchalak Srimart Stoops are fishmongers and chefs 

in Houston and they have written a book entitled, Texas 

Seafood: A Cookbook and Comprehensive Guide, published 

by UT Press in 2019. The book, at 320 pages, is comprehen-

sive and describes almost every edible creature in the Gulf 

of Mexico. The cookbook begins with facts on sea life and 

tips on catching, buying and preparing wild seafood. The 

recipes are unique and include some with Thai-Texan influ-

ences. 

Two recipes can be seen at the Texas Monthly link: https://

www.texasmonthly.com/food/texas-seafood-ultimate-guide-

gulf-fish/ 

Christine Wenk-Harrison 

The new location of the National Convention - 

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 

AUSTIN 



What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

         We are America’s Boating Club     — ® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

 

   THE PLOTTER 

   has received the 2018 

   Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   
 December 2019 

   7    The Lake Travis Lighted Boat Parade.   

   8     Holidays party - Sunday 1-4 pm.  Texas Land & Cattle south (page 4). 

 January 2020 

          January Meeting – Slate of officers for next years bridge will be presented.   
            Time and location to be announced soon. 

February 2020 

           February Meeting.  Time and location to be announced. 

March 2020 

  22    Change of Watch.  Time and location to be announced. 

  28     D21 Spring Conference in Fort Worth  

 


