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From the Commander 

Best Summer Greetings to all. 
 
I wish to report to you that the APS E-board met re-
cently via conference call to decide a course of action 
after the elected Commander announced he would be 
stepping down from the position.  Charles Strong will 
continue to be an active force in Austin Power 
Squadron as always. 
 
In that conference call, I volunteered and the E-board 
voted to designate me to fill the position of interim 
Commander for APS until a candidate can be voted 
in by the general membership.  
Any member who is interested in the position of 
Squadron Commander should contact a member of 
the Bridge or other E-Board member for information 
on qualifications. 
 
Everyone please stay safe until we can gather togeth-
er once again. 
 
Max J. Werkenthin III 
Interim Commander 

Austin Power Squadron  

 

At our last executive meeting we learned our USPS 
Safety Committee is designing a mobile app to provide 
additional boating safety resources for mobile device 
users.  The title is America’s Boating Channel. Check 
it out. 

It features safe boating videos and boater education dig-
ital media created especially for boaters, by boaters. 

It has boat handling videos about steering basics, stop-
ping your boat, pivot turning, docking and even what to 
do if you have a “man overboard” situation...  choosing 
the best life jacket for use with the different water activ-
ities... even what to do during our current condition of 
social distancing for boaters.   

I wish you all good health, 

Christine Geist 
Squadron Education Officer 

From the Education Officer 

From the Secretary 

Our new website is a project in the works.  Our new 
webmaster has transferred domains and other technical 
things to his server and is going to work on our website. 

Our roster chairman, Joe Dorn, has relinquished his post 
after doing a great job of putting out the roster for many 
years.   This is an opportunity for someone else to do 
something for the squadron and earn a merit mark at the 
same time.  Look at the roster you received and see if 
you can come up with something similar.  You will need 
to be able to access DB2000 for member information and 
be able to transpose that information to a roster format.  
Give me a call if you need further information. 

Have you called a fellow member this past month?  Why 
not? 

Chet Geist 
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The Plotter is the official publication of the Austin Power 
Squadron, a unit of the United States Power Squadrons. 

 
Address correspondence and contributions to the editor: 

Steve Schmidt, phone 512 909-4825  
Or to e-mail address: secretary@austinpowersquadron.org 

 
We retain the right to edit any material submitted to               

The Plotter. 
 

Unless otherwise noted, photos by Matt Syptak                       
and Steve Schmidt 

 

     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

      Commander – Max Werkenthin (interim) 

           Educational Officer - Christine Geist 

          Administrative Officer – Jesse Comeaux 

      Secretary -- Chester Geist                            

      Treasurer – Ginny Strong 

      Most Recent Past Cdr – Ed Fredholm 

      Member at Large – Jim Pollok 

      Member at Large –Steve Schmidt 

      Member at Large – Lindi Pollok 

September 2020 

  1     Herman Willi 

 21     John Causey 

 26     Gene Crouch 

 
October 2020 

15       Phil Wood 
20       JoAnne Robbins 
26       Allan Barnes 
26       Sherri Wicker 

August 2020:    

 1       Chereen Fisher 
 2       Scott Hearn 
10      Sarah Dorn 
12      Lindi Pollok 
14      Ginny Strong 
16      Brian Engles 
16      Shirley Gentry 
19      Ben Fisher 
22      Jim Merritt 
26      Charles Strong 
27      Gary Guilbert 

Cooperative Charting 

The National CoCh committee has dropped the Adopted 

Chart program as a downsizing measure.  Very few of the 

districts have participated in the last few years.  This means 

we no longer have exclusive rights to our chart 11314 , but 

other squadrons pre-empting our work was never a problem 

for us anyway.  There is little attention paid to frequency of 

reporting on the same ATONs unless there is obvious abuse. 

With the frequency of our trips to the coast, this is also not 

of concern to us. 

Even with the pandemic preventing our usual close work 

and after hours socializing, we may still have a few individ-

uals make a trip to the Port Aransas area.  As fall weather 

draws closer, we will have a better idea if our Austin squad-

ron will have any nautical charting activity to report. 

Steve Schmidt 
CoCh Chairman 

The July E-Board Meeting 

Conference calls are becoming more and more familiar 

and will probably continue to be our main method of 

meeting for quite a while. 



    

America’s Boating Club - Austin 
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Boating in the Plague 

There’s a lot of freedom, a lot of opportunity in a boat. 

Even ‘midst this plague, you can use it to get out of the 
house, go out to eat, see a show.   

 

 

Try this:  Just slip over to 
your favorite restaurant, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

get your chariot out 

of the garage & head 

out.  (What, no boat 

right now?  Rent 

one!) 

 

 

 

 

Pick a convenient 
parking place 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select a table with a nice view. 

. 

 

 

 

There may be live 

entertainment.  

 

 

 

 

 

Some will perform for a 
crumb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kick back and soak up 
the scene---you have 
plenty of time before the 
game starts. 

 

 

 

 

 

    Story and Photos by: 

    Jim and Lindy Pollok 
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Blast From the Past 



    

America’s Boating Club - Austin 

Page 5 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Chet Gist and Ginny Strong join America's Boating Club 
Houston for an online game of Scattegories.  It was great 
fun and I would endorse their game nights if we are in-
vited again.  The game was fun and attended by the 
Commander, Treasurer and Education Officer of ABC 
Houston.  Maria Vu did a great job of hosting the game 
and also had a bounty of prizes for the winners. 

Ginny Strong 

Scattegories 

Our Donation to the Joshua Madden  

Scholarship Fund 

The Education Fund 

This and That 

 

Hurricane Hanna came ashore around Port Mansfield, but 

the outer bands swept the coast far north of that.  I checked 

on two of our members who have boats in the Port Aransas 

area.   

Bob Little debated the wisdom of securing his boat to the 

lift on Friday.  He decided to do it since it was a category 1 

hurricane.  The boat and Bob and Sandie’s house did not 

suffer any damage.   

On the other end of the island Randy Nini made it down to 

the boat before the storm.  He took down all the sails and 

packed them away and did a good job of securing the boat 

and then left.  He checked on the boat after the storm and 

was told it went through the storm fine.  He and Gina plan 

to go back down this weekend and re-rig the boat go for a 

sail on the gulf. 

 

Max Werkenthin had the misfortune of breaking a hip and 

then had to have an artificial hip joint put in.  After a short 

stay in the hospital and then into a rehabilitation place Max 

is now back home.  He has a lot of rehabilitation going on, 

but seems in good spirits. 

Chet Geist 

Another Austin Member Authors Article in 

the Ensign 

Check out the Summer edition of the USPS Ensign.  Our 

own Christine Wenk-Harrison submitted the article on page 

20.  And as usual, Jim makes his appearance in the photos 

and we also like seeing mention of our Plotter in this na-

tional magazine. 



What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

 or the nearly completed new website:  http://www.ABCaustin.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

       We are America’s Boating Club      
® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

THE PLOTTER 

has received the 2019 

Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   

August 2020 

   20     7:00 pm  E Board conference call meeting .        

 

September 2020 

   USPS National Governing Board Meeting in Raleigh, NC has been cancelled. 

 


