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From the Commander 

These are times that bend men’s mind.  Players 

kneeling during the national anthem at a football 

game, wrong – now good.  Apparently we do not 

need reverence and gratitude for those who have died 

defending our country.  Protest demonstrations - 

peaceful, acceptable.  Looting and burning – not.  . . .  

Do we really want to do away with the police force?   

Corona virus testing.  On 60 Minutes this past Sun-

day, reported the majority of the tests flawed.  When 

it comes time to vaccinate, a considerable amount of 

people do not believe in vaccines.  The first small 

pox vaccination took place in 1796.  

The stock market up, down, government mailed out 

1.1 million stimulus checks to dead people.   

I think I need an aspirin, which was invented in 1890.  

There is one thing that gives me comfort, is to know 

that all my power squadron family and friends are 

still out there.  We will try, in the very near future to 

come up with a way that we can all participate in 

communicating with each other.  I am very grateful 

for all those that participated in our Change of watch 

on Zoom.  A special thanks to Past Commander ED 

Fredholm for providing this meeting service to us.   

Well, have I made your day or not?  Be careful and 

stay safe.  Keep your stick on the ice. 

Charles Strong, JN-IN  

Commander 

Now that USPS Headquarters has returned to regular 

hours starting June 29 M-F 8 am – 4:30 pm we are 

again limited on our in-person classes and social activi-

ties.  We can still participate on on-line education.  

USPS has worked hard to provide us and the public 

with updated on-line seminars which are interactive and 

webinars.  While staying at home consider taking one of 

our 10 America’s Boating Club seminars.  They range 

from All About Marine Radio and How to Use GPS  to 

Weather for Boaters.  To see all these seminars, click 

the following:  http://www.americasboatingclub.org/

learn/online-boating-education  

Don’t forget there are  also many informative and in-

structional videos on America’s Boating Channel on: 

http://www.youtube.com/AmericasBoatingChannel 

Headquarters has also reported the June 1, 2020 com-

pletions of America’s Boating Course totals from all 

our squadrons.  Since July 31, 2019, the total comple-

tions was 2,765.  The June 1, 2019 completions is 

5,877.  So far the three month pandemic restrictions 

have caused a 47% drop in ABC class completions. 

I wish you all good health, 

Christine Geist 

Squadron Education Officer 

From the Education Officer 

http://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
http://www.americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
http://www.youtube.com/AmericasBoatingChannel
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     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

      Commander – Charles Strong 

           Educational Officer - Christine Geist 

          Administrative Officer – Jesse Comeaux 

      Secretary -- Chester Geist                            

      Treasurer – Ginny Strong 

      Most Recent Past Cdr – Ed Fredholm 

      Member at Large – Jim Pollok 

      Member at Large –Steve Schmidt 

      Member at Large – Lindi Pollok 

July 2020: 

 8      Karen Werkinthin 
16    Paul Parker 
16     Max Werkinthin III 

August 2020:    

 1       Chereen Fisher 
 2       Scott Hearn 
10      Sarah Dorn 
12      Lindi Pollok 
14      Ginny Strong 
16      Brian Engles 
16      Shirley Gentry 
19      Ben Fisher 
22      Jim Merritt 
26      Charles Strong 
27      Gary Guilbert 
  

A “Visit” to the Beach 

The opportunity to stay at home has helped me to catch 
up on my reading. This week I finished one magazine, 
Nature Conservancy, Summer 2020, which featured 
some extraordinary photos taken from the air. Another 
article, entitled “Wild Shorelines,” caught my attention 
when I read the subtitle: “Even on a computer screen, 
these remote coastlines offer a calming beach experi-
ence.” Of the four locations highlighted, one stood out, 
since we have been there several times. 

The following information appeared on Page 24. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The video is short and a quick way to see the Texas 
Coast. 
 
Christine Wenk-Harrison 
 

South Padre Island 

Beachgoers aren’t the only ones who value this 
Texas    vacation mecca in the Gulf of Mexico. 
The world’s longest barrier island is also a 
nesting site for the globe’s smallest sea turtle, 
the Kemp’s ridley. The Conservancy has 
helped protect more than 30,000 acres of unde-
veloped shoreline here to support the endan-
gered turtle. Watch a video about the beach 
at nature.org/southpadreisland.” 

Cooperative Charting 

We have a number of NOAA paper charts available to 

members that have a boat or home on the lower Texas 

Coast… free for the taking.  These have been donated 

by John Donovan —  he is considering dropping the 

cruising of the coast from his bucket list.  They are re-

cent and mostly unused. 

If you have a need for one, contact me (see the roster) 

and I will check to see if that one is available.  We’ll be 

keeping the three in our area of Nautical Charting for 

our next squadron trips… if the pandemic and our boat/

participant situation allows more excursions. 

While we are talking charts… the following have been 

updated by NOAA in the last month: 

11314  ed. 27  ICW Carlos Bay to Redfish Bay plus Copano Bay 

11347  ed. 42  Calcasiou River and Lake 

Steve Schmidt 
CoCh Chairman 

 

http://nature.org/southpadreisland.
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LAST HORIZON 
 
P/C Russell Hawkins, SN  5-31-1924 - 2-8-2020 

Russ passed on February 8, 2020 at 
the age of 95.  Russ served as Com-
mander of the Beaumont Power 
Squadron and transferred his mem-
bership to Austin when he and his 
wife Betty moved to Sun City in 
1978.  Russ held a full certificate and 
earned 33 Merit Marks.  Russ was 
also a Certified Captain to 250 tons. 
 

Erma Campbell, AP  

Erma passed away February 2, 
2018.  Erma was a Women's Certifi-
cate holder and achieved the grade of 
Advanced Pilot,  She and her hus-
band, Bob, served the Austin Power 
Squadron faithfully.  They moved to 
Parachute, CO in early 2000. 
 

 
"Sunset and evening star 
And one clear call for me! 
And may there be no moaning 
of the bar, 
When I put out to sea..." 

Alfred, Lord Tennyson 

Electronic Navigation News 

About 15 years ago the Federal government decom-
missioned the Loran-C towers making the related 
equipment for sea navigation obsolete.   

In the last year or so the Differential GPS (DGPS) 
transmitters have been shut down after a 2018 deci-
sion.  These two navigation systems have been decom-
missioned in favor of the GPS satellite system’s 
WAAS augmentation.  The WAAS differential tran-
mitters are low altitude satellite based rather than the 
land based towers of the Loran and DGPS systems. 

Nearly all GPS receivers include and process the 
WAAS signal therefore making maritime navigation 
cheaper and easier and more accurate… let’s just hope 
there is a backup plan. 

John Causey and Steve Schmidt 

From the Secretary 

It appears we have caught all the minor changes to the 

roster and errata sheet #2 will not be needed for the 

time being. 

The website is a project in the works and it appears we 

are making some progress.  We have gotten a tempo-

rary webmaster.  Four members who will be putting 

notices on the new website have had an on-line meet-

ing with the new webmaster and good progress was 

made. 

One of the other hats that I wear is Member Involve-

ment Chairman. With lack of meetings or classes it 

appears we are not getting together as an organization.  

One way to keep involved would be for each of us to 

call another member who you do not regularly call.  

Ask how they are doing and what they have been do-

ing to keep busy.   Pick up that new roster and pick a 

name and give that person a call.  Don’t wait till to-

morrow do it now. 

Chet Geist  

Change of Watch 2020-2021 

Sunday June 17—This year’s Change of Watch was not 

quite the same but  just as 

effective… we have a new 

bridge.  The online virtual 

meeting was well conduct-

ed and past commander 

Ed Fredholm released his 

staff.  Howard Yoas then 

swore in the new officers 

complete with the group 

recitation of the pledge.  

Almost 30 were in attend-

ance online.               C.O.W. by Zoom 

     (not the actual participants) 

Squadron News Bits 
_____________________________________ 
Max Werkinthin (Sr.) suffered a serious fall that resulted in 
hip surgery and other complications.  He was doing fine 
and in a Rehab Hospital at last notice. 
________________________________________________ 

Guess what?  The District spring conference is put off until 
another time to be announced. 
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Blast From the Past 
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Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Don’t jis ever’body… 

Granddaddy was a meat hunter. 

Sure, he was a sportsman, even a conservationist as we un-

derstood those words back then.  But when he went into the 

woods, it was with intent to bring back food for the table.  

He embodied that old Southern maxim: “if it dies, it fries”. 

Soon as I got big enough to handle that old Fox 20-guage 

(he had taught my mother how to shoot it at about my age), 

he took me with him.  He’d get me up way before dawn, 

the old cookstove already fired up when I got to the kitch-

en, big scoop from the stove-side lard stand into the black 

skillet we still have, then several eggs.  After that it was 

whatever was at hand---apple slices, some of yesterday’s 

grits, strips of what we called “streak-ed meat” divided on-

to our plates.  That always left a puddle of grease in the 

pan, and Granddaddy would say “Want some of the gra-

vy?”   I’d nod and it would go splashing on top, too.  All I 

needed then was a biscuit, or just a slice of lite bread, and 

lordy, that was good. 

The hounds, usually black-and-tans, all named Jack, 

jumped eagerly in the trunk of his ’49 Plymouth and we’d 

go off to some mysterious dark place, where a lantern sud-

denly appeared beside an old shack with a well out front.  

Elderly black people sat on the shadowy porch and a couple 

of white guys with shotguns and dogs lounged about, wait-

ing for us. 

When we got to just the right place, Granddaddy gave me 

the usual instructions: don’t shut your gun ‘til you hear 

them coming, they’ll be headed for the swamp down there.  

If they jumps up a rabbit, pull out them buckshot and slip in 

these two 6s. Put this apple in your pocket so they can’t 

smell you.  Eat it if you get hungry.  Keep still and be quiet. 

After the shooting and butchering and cleaning back at the 

cabin, meat got sorted into piles on the old farm wagon, 

one pile for each hunter, one for the black people whose 

land we had hunted.  If it was a big family, the hunters 

would ante up some extra for them. 

When we got home, we’d usually wash up and eat some of 

the fresh meat right then.   Granddaddy would always be 

sure I got a rabbit heart, piece of venison back strap or 

some other delicacy.  Me, him, and his wife at the table.  

White tablecloth. 

Granddaddy would put his beat-up old hands on the table, 

lean back a little and look hard at me.  “Don’t jis ever’body 

gits something like this.” he’d say. 

He wasn’t just talking about the meat. 

Jim Pollok 

Ralph White, SN  

WELCOME TO AMERICA'S BOATING CLUB AUSTIN 

Please join us in welcoming Ralph 
and his wife, Cindy, to the Austin 
Power Squadron transferring from 
Mosquito Lake, Ohio. 

Ralph holds a full certificate and is a 
life member.   Ralph and Cindy live 
on Canyon Lake and have been mar-
ried for 40 years.  Ralph worked for 
NRG Energy and the Niles Generation Station for 37 
years.  He retired in 2016 and moved to Texas to be with 
their four grandchildren.   

We are looking forward to meeting you in person. 



What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

 or the nearly completed new website:  http://www.ABCaustin.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

       We are America’s Boating Club      
® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

 

 THE PLOTTER 

  has received the 2019 

  Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   

 July 2020 

   19  Proposed online meeting.  Notification by e-mail if this gets scheduled.        

    ?   The D21 Spring Conference  has been indefinitely postponed due to pandemic 

 

September 2020 

   6-13  USPS National Governing Board Meeting - Hilton Raleigh North Hills,      

             3415 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, NC - 918-872-2323 


