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From the Commander 

When a generation talks just to itself, it becomes more 

filled with folly than it might have otherwise.  Words I 

read somewhere seem to be appropriate in this time of 

pandemic re-examination.  Young man on the news with-

out a mask or shirt pronounced “if you don’t want to get 

sick, stay at home”.  I thought what about the heroic peo-

ple that work so hard to save your life.  They put on their 

horrible PPE garb and lock themselves away from their 

loved ones because you can’t do a very small part in not 

spreading the virus.  That’s the repugnance of this time.  

In March 5 people died in the USA from the virus and as I 

am writing this over 100,000 are dead.   

I am glad to be a part of an organization that has regard 

for being a responsible citizen. P/C Scott Hearn is an hon-

orable and charitable member.  In the May Plotter I asked 

about APS making a donation to the Food Bank.  Scott’s 

reply was “Charles, I’ve never really had any money to 

speak of, but if I only have 2 dollars, I’ll always gladly 

give one of them to someone who needs it.  I think that’s 

part of the tie that binds us all together and it’s certainly 

part of the triangle.  When the COVID smoke clears, we’ll 

all put on our shirts and head to the Food Bank, they love 

volunteers!” 

Stay well Ke-Mo Sah-Bee (Masked Man). 

Tonto Charles  

From the Secretary 

The check is in the mail.  Well it is not a check, but the 
new 2020 -2021 Austin Power Squadron Roster.  It was 
mailed to you a few days ago and if you have not al-
ready received your copy, you should see it soon.  A lot 
of work went into this roster to be sure it was accurate 
by Joe Dorn and yours truly.  I have already found one 
minor error and will be putting out an errata sheet to all 
when we have you review your information.  PLEASE 
check the information about yourself in the alphabetical 
section, page 7 and pages 32 and 33.  If you find some-
thing wrong, email me at chetg@austin.rr.com and I will 
include it in the up-coming errata sheet.  As you will 
note there is an opening for next year’s Roster Commit-
tee.  If you are at all interested please contact me.   

The website is another story.  I have not been able to 
locate anyone with website expertise to take on this task 
within our squadron.  We actually have two websites; 
the old one that might be up dated, austinpowersquad-
ron.org and the new one that needs work on it, abcaus-
tin.org.  Do you have any comments or suggestions? if 
so, contact me. 

Our newsletter, The Plotter, continues to be excellent, 
but your editor Steve Schmidt can always use more 
boating related or membership related articles.  Give it a 
try... who knows you may be the next Pulitzer Prize re-
cipient. 

Chet Geist 

Why Attend a National Meeting? 

The USPS/ABC national meetings are designed to conduct the business of the organization.  People who support the organization 

gather to share ideas and have fun accomplishing our goals.  Committee members of all levels (squadron, district and national) are 

encouraged to attend and participate in their associated national committee.  Communication is the key, the fun is the result!  Not a 

member of a committee?  Come interact with those who are or join others on tours around the area.  We are lucky to be in Raleigh 

NC this time, September 8-13, 2020, and can offer tours of our headquarters building and a staff meet and greet.  Tours of the 

NC History and Science Museums, downtown Raleigh, a kayaking trip, and afternoon tea at the beautiful Carolina Inn are some of 

the offsite trips.  If you can break away from the meetings, join us for these events and various other activities.  Check out the meet-

ing website for more details.  https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39  Everyone is invited to attend 

the meetings, meals and tours!  

mailto:chetg@austin.rr.com
https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39
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     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

      Commander – Charles Strong 

      Administrative Officer – Jesse Comeaux 

      Educational Officer - Christine Geist 

      Secretary -- Chester Geist                            

      Treasurer – Ginny Strong 

      Most Recent Past Cdr – Ed Fredholm 

      Member at Large – Jim Pollok 

      Member at Large –Steve Schmidt 

      Member at Large – Lindi Pollok 

July 2020: 

 8      Karen Werkinthin 
16    Paul Parker 
16     Max Werkinthin III 

June 2020:    

 1      Karl Fisher 
 3      Paul Chudnow 
 8      Clint Whitaker 
13     Jan Comeaux 
22     Will Mohle 
23     Clint O'Connor 

Boaters, Anglers Encouraged to Stay Clear 
of Coastal Waterbird Rookeries 

May 12, 2020 (AUSTIN) -- With peak boating season 

around the corner, Texans recreating on the coast are 

likely to spot iconic coastal birds like brown pelicans, 

roseate spoonbills, black skimmers and reddish egrets 

nesting in dense colonies, called rookeries, which can 

consist of thousands of birds and a multitude of other 

species on barrier islands and smaller islands in Texas 

bays. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is encour-

aging Texas boaters and anglers to watch out for these 

nesting birds while on the coast, so they aren't dis-

turbed during this sensitive time.  

From Tx Parks & Wildlife  Weekly News Digest May ‘20 

 
History repeats itself --this poem written 
in 1869 by Kathleen O'Mara and reprinted 
during 1919 Pandemic and now in 2020. 
 
And people stayed at home 
And read books 
And listened 
And they rested 
And did exercises 
And made art and played 
And learned new ways of being 
And stopped and listened 
More deeply 
Someone meditated, someone prayed 
Someone met their shadow 
And people began to think differently 
And people healed. 
And in the absence of people who 
1ived  in ignorant ways 
Dangerous, meaningless and heartless. 
The earth also began to heal  
And when the danger ended and 
People found themselves 
They grieved for the dead 
And made new choices 
And dreamed of new visions 
And created new ways of living 
And completely healed the earth 
Just as they were healed 
 
submitted by Ginny Strong 

What’s this?  See page 5. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE1ODkyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRwd2Quc3RhdGUudHgudXMvbmV3c21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLz9yZXE9MjAyMDA1MTJiJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3ZkZWxp
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDIsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA1MTUuMjE1ODkyMDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vd3d3LnRwd2Quc3RhdGUudHgudXMvbmV3c21lZGlhL3JlbGVhc2VzLz9yZXE9MjAyMDA1MTJiJnV0bV9jYW1wYWlnbj1nb3ZkZWxp
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More  “How I Am Spending the  
Shelter-in-Place” 

Mary Pierpont: 

Howard is running out of things on the “to do” list.  

Down to organizing a box of screws, nuts, etc.  And 

even trying to repair a 50 year old cukoo clock!! 

 

Steve Schmidt: 

With one daughter’s family now moved out to a place of 
their own, we took on four grandkids from Houston—their 
mom and dad needed a little time to work their jobs from 
home.  Most notable in the babysitting experience was how 
we binge-watched an entire season of Big City Greens. 

I soon got back into my hectic routine with the aid of at 
least one little helper tagging around with me.  This is when 
I learned that preschool children know nothing about in-
stalling window air conditioners, washing cars or mowing 
lawns. And I learned more than I’ll ever need to know 
about hyper keyed-up ipad and cell phone kids channels.   

With or without the kids, I am being forced to become ac-
quainted with take-out and take-out from take-out win-
dows.  Pre-pandemic, I had always been a dine-in person. 

With no end in sight, there will probably be a lot more to 
learn during these life changing times. 

Evinrude Outboards Will Be Retired 

BRP will focus on new projects, development of boat com-

panies.  The first outboard brand—founded 113 years ago 

by OLE Evinrude ---is no more. 

Bombardier Recreational Products announced that they 

would cease production of all Evinrude outboards and their 

Sturtevant, Wis., facility will shift to pursue new projects 

related to BRP’s boat holdings. 

“Our outboard engines business has been greatly impacted 

by covid-19, obliging us to discontinue production of our 

outboard motors immediately. This business segment has 

already been facing some challenges and the impact from 

the current context has forced out hand,” said BRP presi-

dent and CEO Jose Boisjoli in a statement. 

In a letter to state officials—in accordance with Wisconsin 

Business Closing and Mass Layoff Law—BRP said in 

would eliminate 387 positions in Sturtevant, including em-

ployees currently on furlough. Some workers will be re-

called and gradually laid off through September. 

Going forward, Boisjoli said BRP would focus on their cur-

rent boat companies—Alumacraft, Manitou and Telwater—

and leverage R&D resources for an expanded presence 

here. 

“We will concentrate our efforts on new and innovative 

technologies ans on the development of our boat compa-

nies, where we continue to see a lot of potential to trans-

form the on-water experience for consumers,”  Boisjoli 

added. 

The company has inked a deal with Mercury Marine to 

power the aforementioned brands. 

As for its dealer network, BRP said it will honor all warran-

ties, continue to supply parts and offer “select programs” to 

manage inventory. 

The company will also consolidate Alumacraft operations 

to their St Peter, Minn., facility; the location in Arkadelph-

ia, Ark., is to be shutdown. The company did not provide 

timing or job losses associated with the closure. 

(from Tradeonlytoday  2020/05/28  reporter Jeff Moser) 

Submitted by: John Causey, SN 
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Blast From the Past 



    

America’s Boating Club - Austin 

Page 5 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

 

Change of Watch 2020 

Believe it or not, we are going to have a Change of Watch con-

siderably unlike the ones we have had before.  We will be 

holding it on Zoom, Sunday, June 7, 2020 at 3:00 pm.  I hope 

everyone can attend.  

Here is how to use Zoom.  Go to Zoom.com and download the 

free app to your computer, laptop or tablet.  You will receive an 

invite from Cdr Ed Fredholm prior to the meeting.  You will just 

need to click on” join the meeting” and you will be there.  It is 

preferable to have a device with a camera and audio so we will 

be able to see and hear you.  But, if you don’t have a camera 

on your computer or laptop, you will still be able to view the 

proceedings.  

The agenda for the meeting will be: 

         Call to order by Commander Fredholm 
         Pledge of Allegiance 
         Invocation 
         Remarks by Commander Fredholm  
         Release of standing bridge by Cdr. 
         E Board Pledge by PVC Howard Yoas: 

I do solemnly pledge myself to perform       
faithfully  and  impartially  the duties of the 
office  which I am about to assume. 

         Recognition and Gifts by incoming Cdr.     
         Charles Strong.           

         Adjourn 



What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

 or the nearly completed new website:  http://www.ABCaustin.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

       We are America’s Boating Club      
® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

 

 THE PLOTTER 

  has received the 2019 

  Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   

 June 2020 

    7     3:00 pm  Change of Watch via Zoom  (see page 5 for instructions) 

    ?      The D21 Spring Conference  scheduled for June 5-7 has been rescheduled 

             for  late in July or early August — we’ll keep you posted 

 

September 2020 

   6-13  USPS National Governing Board Meeting - Hilton Raleigh North Hills,      

             3415 Wake Forest Road, Raleigh, NC - 918-872-2323 

 


