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From the Commander 

THAT GOVERNMENT SHOULD BE OF LAWS 
RATHER THAN MEN; AND THAT SERVICE TO 
HUMANITY IS THE BEST WORK OF LIFE. 

Those two lines are a part of the creed which I professed 
every Friday for a good many years at a Jaycee luncheon.  
Having a strong belief in service to humanity is the best 
work of life, you can imagine how pleased and hopeful we 
were that the Austin Power Squadron would contemplate 
having Ginny and I as members.   The United States Power 
Squadrons triangle of Fraternal Boating Club, Self Educa-
tion and Civic Service were much like the creed I recited 
for about ten years. 

The Austin Power Squadron is a fraternity that is worth 
being rescued, but it cannot be done without your advice 
and guidance.  Looking for an immediate moving circum-
stance that we could all be a party to bear a hand,  I made 
the suggestion to the E-Board that perhaps we could make 
a donation of $200 to the Food Bank.  We had two un-
affirmative votes which stated: 

1.  I didn’t know we had a problem of too much money 
that we have to give it away.  Hard to get members to pay 
their dues when you give it away.  Maybe we could have 
some virtual meetings or classes to keep afloat. 

2.  What would be the return to the squadron? 

The rest were very positive and are as follows: 

Jan Comeaux - The return would be a "feel good"       
feel.  Most of us are very lucky to be retired, have a 
safe home and food on our tables.  Giving won't bene-
fit "boating club", but would make the members feel 
good about giving in this time of need for so many.   

Yes, if we decide to do a collection of money to add to 
a $200.00 donation made, count me in.  Where do I 
send money?   

Many members might join this giving opportunity if 
given a chance.  At this time I am spending about 8 
hours a day making face masks for people and doctors 
in Lago Vista.  Sewing is my God given talent.  I feel 
the need to share my talent and give away my fabric.  I 
feel good helping those who need a mask. 

Polloks – I would certainly support the food bank 
idea: 

 We need to maintain (& proclaim)our relevance as a 
club & that is certainly a great way 

We should advertise any such actions in the Plotter to 
get max mileage, not only to prospective members, 
but among complacent oldtimers, too. 

Your idea to encourage member participation fits well 
with that 

This email thread is a virtual E Board meeting –bet 
there are other good ideas awaiting. 

Stephen Schmidt – Yes, I agree it would be a worth-
while thing to do but keep it local by using Central 
Texas Food Bank or one of the other Feeding Ameri-
ca affiliates.  

We all (E-Board) would appreciate your insight on this 
matter and what we can do in the future as a group.   The 
possibility of getting back to being like we once were is 
not in the near future,  but I’m not ready to drink the 
Kool-Aid yet!! Please e-mail the Board with your 
thoughts and suggestions. 

Charles Strong – cvstrong1@sbcglobal.net 

Christine Geist – cgeist@austin.rr.com 

Jesse Comeaux – jcomeaux2@att.net 

Chet Geist – chetg@austin.rr.com 

Ginny Strong – virstrong@gmail.com 

Jim or Lindi Pollok – pollok@earthlink.net 

Stephen Schmidt – stephen45789@gmail.com 

Ed Fredholm – engeaf@yahoo.com 

I read a remark this week that said:  You can’t fix stupid, 
nor can you quarantine it!! 

Inasmuch, with the exception of myself, all of you are 
not brainless, so I think we stay alive and quarantine for 
a while. 

Please let me and the E-Board know how you are doing and 
ideas for the future. 

Keep your stick on the Ice! 

Charles Strong 

Impending Commander! 
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     EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

      Commander – Charles Strong 

      Administrative Officer – Jesse Comeaux 

      Educational Officer - Christine Geist 

      Secretary -- Chester Geist                            

      Treasurer – Ginny Strong 

      Most Recent Past Cdr – Ed Fredholm 

      Member at Large – Jim Pollok 

      Member at Large –Steve Schmidt 

      Member at Large – Lindi Pollok 

May 2020: 

 5        Jim Pollok 
 5        Charlis Willi 
 7        Howard Yoas 
 8        Wally Tuten 
29       Mary Pierpont 
31       Russ Hawkins 

June 2020:    

 1      Karl Fisher 
 3      Paul Chudnow 
 8      Clint Whitaker 
13     Jan Comeaux 
22     Will Mohle 
23     Clint O'Connor 

Cooperative Charting 

We have two new chart revisions along our TX-LA 
coast:  11314, edition 27,  Intracoastal Waterway Carlos 
Bay to Redfish Bay, including Copano Bay and  11347, 
edition 42,  Calcasieu River and 
Lake 

Depending on the status of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are 
still planning a trip to the coast 
for late in September for our 
Nautical Charting event at Port 
Aransas. 

Steve Schmidt 
Cooperative Charting Chairman 

District 21 Spring Conference 

The D21 Spring Conference scheduled for June 5-7, 

2020 has been postponed til July or August. It will be 

held in Fort Worth as planned.  The installation of dis-

trict officers (Change of Watch) however, will be done 

Tuesday, May 12, 2020 by conference call. 

Since we are unable to create a safe environment for 

instruction of our ABC classes for our students and 

our instructors, USPS is working with NASBLA 

(National Association of Boating Law Administra-

tors) to get approval of a virtual presentation and test-

ing of ABC using required methods.  This method 

will only have approval until the end of June.  No 

ABC classes are planned at this time. 

If you want to feel like you are out boating, take a 
look at some of the videos on America’s Boating 

Channel  ( https://americasboatingchannel.com ).   It 
features safe boating videos.  Some of them are safe 
boater education digital media.  There are lots of 
choices. 

Christine Geist 
Squadron Education Officer 

From the Education Officer: 

Haiku by Christine Wenk-Harrison 

May 5th in the Taniguchi Japanese Garden, Zilker Park 
Cinco de Mayo 
Orange pomegranate blossoms— 
Live paper flowers 

Published in the Texas Poetry Calendar, 2012 

https://americasboatingchannel.com
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How I Am Spending the “Shelter in Place” 

Herman and Charlis Willi: 

Herman and I have been playing board games like Joker
(like old Sorry game) Rummy Cube and Chicken Foot while 
trying to remain civil to each other after all this time of to-
tal togetherness. So far we are surviving really well all con-
sidered.  Hope all members are doing well.  We are looking 
forward to being able to meet and visit again with Power 
Squadron friends.  P.S. We also found out that by buying 
two meals to go at our favorite Mexican restaurant, we can 
buy two grande margaritas to go also.  Actually, life is real-
ly good. 

Steve and Mary Ann Schmidt: 

It has been interesting.  With a daughter and her husband 

and two kids and pets staying with us for a while, we had a 

houseful. We got on 

each others nerves.  

We actually had to 

put the cat in “time 

out” several times. 

 

 

We unknowingly attended a birthday party.  Driving 

through a neighborhood one morning, we came upon a  

long line of slow moving cars… an accident?  As we ap-

proached the end, we see a family at a decorated table at the 

curb with birthday cake and a couple small waving chil-

dren.  The parent’s smiling faces became puzzled faces as 

we drove by the partying strangers.  We just waved back.  

This is just one of the several drive-by parties we’ve since 

heard about. 

Chet and Christine Geist: 

It’s been a “working vacation” for us. 

Bella in “time-out”. 

Dan Boater — Safer Together 

Your America’s Boating Club membership now 

offers valuable new travel safety benefits from 

DAN BOATER 

Explore the new member benefits. 

America's Boating Club has partnered with DAN Boater to 

provide you with a host of valuable safety resources de-

signed to help you when you travel — whether it's by boat, 

plane, car or rail. From 24/7 assistance with serious medical 

emergencies, to simple questions about travel-related health 

issues, professional help will be just a phone call away. 

These new benefits include: 

24/7 Emergency Hotline  

DAN Boater is here for you with an experienced team of 

medical and travel emergency professionals 24 hours a day, 

365 days a year. 

Its emergency response team has decades of experience 

managing injuries and illnesses in remote locations. Paired 

with its global emergency services network, they work to 

provide you with the best possible care. 

Coverage on Land and Water 

While you're cruising the seven seas, scaling the tallest 

mountains, or out exploring a new city, if an unforeseen 

event happens - don't worry. With DAN Boater, you're cov-

ered no matter where adventure takes you. 

Most of you have received your 2020-2021 Dues state-

ments which includes a $25.00 fee for this service. 

If you choose not to take advantage of this offer, simply 

deduct it from your total dues statement.  We appreciate 

your membership and support of our organization and look 

forward to seeing and meeting with all of you again soon. 

Ginny Strong 

Treasurer 

Secretary News 

I would like to thank all of you that responded to my two 
emails requesting conformation or correction to your listing 
in the roster.  All this has been sent to P/C Joe Dorn.  He 
has almost completed the new roster and will soon be send-
ing it to the printer.  Upon completion a copy will be 
mailed to you. 

Again I would like to remind you that if you are getting the 
Plotter in the mail and would rather just get it by email, 
give me a call and I will get that changed. 

Take care and be safe.   

Chet Geist 

Secretary 
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Blast From the Past 
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Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Come Learn our History and Meet Headquarters Staff 

The 2020 Fall National Governing Board will be held in Raleigh, North Carolina (September 8-13).  In addition to accom-

plishing lots of work for the organization, the national meetings committee has planned some wonderful offsite events.  

Tours of the headquarters building, including the library and board room, the warehouse, the shipping center and the various 

offices will be the highlights.  In addition, there will be a cocktail hour at the hotel with the staff in attendance.  Come meet 

the wonderful people who help solve your challenges!  There are three opportunities for these tours on Wednesday, Thurs-

day and Friday.  There are other tours and events available including a Kayaking Trip, Tour of Raleigh, Afternoon Tea, and 

beautiful museums.  Check out the meeting website for more details.  https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/

meetings.php?mtg_id=39  Everyone is invited to attend the meetings, meals and tours!  Join us for fun, work, and fellow-

ship!  You determine how much of each. 

https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39
https://www.usps.org/php/reservations_new/meetings.php?mtg_id=39


What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

 or the nearly completed new website:  http://www.ABCaustin.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

       We are America’s Boating Club      
® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

 

 THE PLOTTER 

  has received the 2019 

  Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   
 May 2020 

        12    E-board meeting by conference call 1:00 pm 

         16     CPR Class and Ice Cream Social postponed  

June 2020 

          The D21 Spring Conference  scheduled for June 5-7 has been rescheduled for  

          late in July or early August — we’ll keep you posted 

          

 


