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From the Education Officer: 

It appears that a mysterious organism has made us 

cancel practically all activities we might have 

planned for our members and new boaters.  But 

America’s Boating Club and the Education Depart-

ment has sent us suggestions and programs that are 

practical for us to use to continue to teach and com-

plete some of our courses 

and activities.  The Educa-

tion Department’s main 

concern is to continue to 

conduct America’s Boating 

Course for the public.  

Since public meetings are 

prohibited at this time the 

Education Department recommends that we continue 

with on-line instruction using the software programs 

and courses provided by the Department. We will 

inform our members about the courses that we can 

present on line.  

I wish you good health, 

Christine Geist 
Squadron Education Officer 

I saw a sign the other day that seems to sum up our 
present day situation.  You never know what you 
have until it’s gone, i.e. toilet paper for instance!! 

The Coronavirus seems to have brought the best and 
worst in people.  The worst being those who went out 
and bought supplies for a hundred years that they 
will never be able to use,  and those that have not 
heeded the warning to avoid physical contact with 
other people. It looked like the 4th of July weekend 
in front of our house with all the cars driving by.  
The good is we have had a lot of our neighbors ask-
ing if they can be of any assistance to us.   

I am happy to report that in the next month, we will 
try to complete our change of watch.  I hope every-
one will attend.  It will be a different affair than we 
have known in the past.  A short ceremony followed 
by a lot of fellowship.  I feel it is real important to 
express our gratitude to those who have served on 
our Executive Board and given so much of their time.  
Please be watching for further information and do 
your best to attend.   

There was a black lady hatmaker over one hundred 
years old being interviewed on tv and she was asked 
to what contributed to her success and longevity.  
Her reply was love many, trust few and paddle your 
own canoe.  While I hope we all get back into the 
Austin Power Squadron’s canoe soon and start pad-
dling together again.   

Experience is merely the name men to their mistakes.   

Incoming Commander Elect Someday, 

Charles Strong 
Commander-elect 

From the Commander 
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     APS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
      Commander – Cdr. Ed Fredholm, JN 
      Executive Officer – Lt/C Deborah E. Parker, S 
      Educational Officer - P/D/Lt/C Christine Geist,SN-IN 
      Secretary -- P/C Ginny Strong, AP  
      Assistant Secretary – P/C Chester Geist, SN 
      Treasurer – Lt/C Paul E. Parker, S 
      Assistant Treasurer - P/D/C Charles Strong, JN 
      Most Recent Past Cdr – P/C John Causey, SN 
      Member at Large – Lt James L. Pollok, P 
      Member at Large – P/C Steve Schmidt, JN 
      Member at Large - Lt Jan Comeaux 

May 2020: 

 5        Jim Pollok 
 5        Charlis Willi 
 7        Howard Yoas 
 8        Wally Tuten 
29       Mary Pierpont 
31       Russ Hawkins 

April 2020:    

 1      Stephen Schmidt 
 4      Chet Geist 
21     Alan Beelitz 
21     John Donovan 
23     Milton McKinley 
28     Barbara McKinley  

 

Cooperative Charting 

Depending on the status of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we are still 
planning a trip to the coast for late 
in September for our Nautical 
Charting event at Port Aransas. 

With almost no traffic during the quarantine, now may 
be a good time to search for some of those hard to 
reach geodetic marks.  Observe health precautions! 

Steve Schmidt 
Cooperative Charting Chairman 

Notice: 

We have had several reports of e-mails being received 

under the pirated names of our members.  Regard any 

unexpected e-mails with suspicion.  They may be just 

harmless phishing attempts.  To break the chain of 

these messages, you might consider changing your 

password or consulting one of your computer savvy 

friends for advise on hijacked email addresses. 

 

New Web Page Features: 

Check out the new nearly completed website at  

ABCaustin.org where Phil Wood has done a great job 

revamping some of the features. We have had really 

good webmasters recently but this is a time consuming 

job and requires much patience at the beginning of the 

task because of the steep initial learning curve. 

Thanks to Phil and to John Donovan and Bill Smith for 

their work on this never ending task. 

 
 SAVE THE DATE - MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 
APRIL 19, 2020 - FREE MEMBER APPRECIATION                                   
DUCK RIDE 
  
 
MAY 17, 2020 - CPR Class and Certification. 
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Marine manufacturers take action against COVID-19 

https://boatingindustry.com/news/2020/03/24/marine-
manufacturers-take-action-against-covid-19/  

 
And then there are those who choose to boat regardless:  

https://www.winknews.com/2020/03/18/boat-rental-

businesses-getting-people-out-on-the-water-during-

coronavirus-pandemic/  

Deborah Parker 

The COVID-19 virus is changing a lot of things around us. 

Some are temporary and some may be permanent adjust-

ments to our way of living.  In our organization, the most 

obvious is the first-time-ever postponing of the Change of 

Watch.  New officers for the ‘20 -’21 bridge have been 

elected but without having been officially installed,  last 

year’s officers will continue to hold the titles while the 

new officers-elect will assume their respective duties in 

advance of the official swearing in.  This is a temporary 

situation.  A more lasting lesson may be in the way we look 

at maintaining our organization.  The pandemic may be an 

eye opener; nothing is guaranteed or can be assumed un-

changing… our ceremonial Change of Watch, our wearing 

of uniforms, carrying rank and grade titles, maintaining a 

large membership roll and even methods of communi-

cating. 

This month’s newsletter will be Issue 1 of Volume 58 of 

The Plotter;  58 years of a relatively unchanging organiza-

tion.  Now we are struggling to navigate during changing 

times.  But just as we are confident the virus situation will 

eventually be resolved, we can also be optimistic about the 

future of the organization. 

Enjoy the newsletter. 

Steve Schmidt 

Editor 

 

A Note From the Editor: From the Secretary-elect: 

BIG (well maybe not so big) NEWS 

The transition from one Secretary to a new one has 

been a little rocky because we can’t physically pass 

records from one to another.  We have been using 

emails and are making a little progress. 

In the Newsletter Department we will begin sending 

all members a paper copy of the Plotter via US Postal 

Service.  This will be in addition to the email version 

you already get.  IF YOU DO NOT WANT PAPER 

COPY SENT, LET ME KNOW.  Steve Schmidt keeps 

putting out an outstanding publication.   

Even though it is slow we are still moving forward on 

a new more modern looking website.  If you are a 

webmaster or know the workings of the system 

(WordPress) we are working with, we could use your 

help.  Please give me a call. 

Joe Dorn will again be putting out his great looking 

roster. We need your help to check and see if the pre-

set information in the 2019-2020 version is correct.  

Did you change addresses, get or drop a phone num-

ber, change email address or get a new wife, if so, let 

me know.  The roster is a moving target, but we would 

like to keep it as accurate as possible. 

Chet Geist 

Secretary elect 
Boating amid the pandemic: 

NOTICE OF DUES DECREASE 

The Executive Board is proud to announce that we 

voted for a decrease in dues for the coming year. 

The National dues and District dues will remain un-

changed, however the Austin dues will be decreased.  

A single member will be paying $30 instead of 

$41.00.  A family unit will be paying $40.50 instead 

of $62.50 and a Life Member with an attached family 

member will be paying $8.50 instead of $18.50. 

Ginny Strong, AP 

Incoming Treasurer  

https://www.winknews.com/2020/03/18/boat-rental-businesses-getting-people-out-on-the-water-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.winknews.com/2020/03/18/boat-rental-businesses-getting-people-out-on-the-water-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
https://www.winknews.com/2020/03/18/boat-rental-businesses-getting-people-out-on-the-water-during-coronavirus-pandemic/
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Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

Pollok 

. . . because it’s the law 

PART 2 OPERATION OF YOUR BOAT 

It is unlawful to 

• Operate in a circular course around another vessel, 

PWC, or individual engaged in water activities unless 

retrieving a downed or fallen water skier or a person 

engaged in similar activity. 

• Moor or attach to any buoy, beacon, light marker, stake, 

flag or other aid to safe operation, or to move, remove, 

displace, tamper with, damage or destroy the same.  

• Operate within an area designated as a bathing, fishing, 

swimming, or otherwise restricted. 

• Operate within a designated “no wake” area except at 

headway speed without creating a swell or wake. 

• Operate any vessel or manipulate any water skis, aqua-

plane or similar device, in a willful or wanton disregard 

of the rights or safety of others and at a speed or in a 

manner to endanger or likely to endanger any person or 

property. (Conviction punishable by a fine of not less 

than $200 nor more than $2,000 or by confinement in 

jail not to exceed 180 days or both.) 

• Swim or dive within 200 yards of any sight-seeing or 

excursion boat except for maintenance purposes or un-

less at headway/steerage speed. 

• Fail to comply with the USCG Inland Rules of the 

Road. 

• The engine cut-off switch must by worn by the operator 

on any vessel under 26 feet in length that is equipped 

with the ECOS, and the vessel is being operated at 

greater-than headway speed. 

      Ref. Texas Water Safety Act 

Christine Geist 

What To Do With a Can of Tuna 

I had plans to report on a presentation by a woman who 
sailed around the world alone and a Caribbean cruise we 
had scheduled in March. Plans obviously changed so I have 
looked in my cookbook to see what one might do with a 
can of tuna and a few other ingredients. I got this recipe 
from my herb club years ago. The recipe can easily be 
adapted to what is available. 

Zucchini Tuna Salad 

4 cups of sliced, lightly steamed and cooled summer squash 
or other vegetable 

1 6-oz. can tuna, packed in water 

1 ½ cups canned white beans, rinsed 

1 tbl. capers (opt) 

ca. ½ cup green, black or mixed olives 

4 or more tbl. of chopped herbs, ie parsley, chives, thyme 

3 tbl. lemon juice 

¼ cup olive oil 

1-2 garlic cloves, minced, (opt) 

salt & pepper 

In a large bowl, combine the zucchini or squash, tuna, 
beans, capers, olives and herbs. 

Whisk together the lemon juice, olive oil, and garlic. Pour 
over the salad and toss to coat. Season to taste with salt and 
pepper. Chill about an hour before serving, on a bed of let-
tuce if desired. 

Christine Wenk-Harrison 

From the Safety Officer: 
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The Likes of March 

Spring really cranks up her annual miracle in March. 

On Lake Travis, two marvelous manifestations are bounte-
ous blossoming bluebonnets and hungry bass.  So we got 
out there and enjoyed both. 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

                                     First fish of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

 

 

                             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Pollok 
Photos by Jim and Lindy 

It’s in here someplace. 

Headed home with the ABCA 

burgee flying. 

Don’t you love ‘em?     

Chief's Message Regarding CoronaVirus 
March 17, 2020 

COVID-19 continues to challenge us as we all desire a re-
turn to ‘normal’ with ourselves, our families, our communi-
ties, and our squadrons. We must, however, proceed to 
‘hunker down’ (hurricane preparation lingo) for a while. All 
is not lost; there are things you can do to not just entertain 
yourself during this downtime, but to educate yourself. For 
instance, take a look at our online offerings: 

Courses and Seminars: https://
americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-
education 
 

America’s Boating Channel – view all of the 
YouTube videos: https://
americasboatingchannel.com/  
 

Become a Vessel Safety Examiner! Study the manu-
al and take the exam online: https://
www.usps.org/index.php/
departments/12000/12900  

Member Benefits – have you looked at all of them 
recently? You can be saving $$$: https://
www.usps.org/index.php/
departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical 

UPDATES: from the Board of Directors and Executive 
Director:  

Our headquarters building in Raleigh will be 
closed the remainder of this week (17-20 Mar 
2020). Calls and emails will be monitored. A 
message was sent to all district and squadron 
commanders today. 

Also, with regard to squadron and district meet-
ings, votes, changes of watch, etc.: while we do 
not have a formal (unbelievable, I know, given 
the size and scope of our Operations Manual and 
Bylaws) procedure for conducting business when 
a national emergency has occurred, the National 
Committee on Rules position is: “. . . for squad-
rons and districts to conduct business by the best 
available means while preserving the safety and 
security of our members”; thus you may make 
use of electronic means. 

The Educational Department is in the process of 
creating a Virtual Meeting Indoctrination sem-
inar which will be sent to all district and squad-
ron commanders. Target: in hands early next 
week! 

Vessel Safety Examiners: The USCGAux has rec-
ommended that examiners suspend performing 
Vessel Safety Checks until further notice. We 
support that recommendation. 

  I wish you fair winds, calm seas, and good health. 

  Mary Paige Abbott 
  Chief Commander 

https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://americasboatingclub.org/learn/online-boating-education
https://americasboatingchannel.com/%20%0b%0b
https://americasboatingchannel.com/%20%0b%0b
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/12000/12900
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/12000/12900
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/12000/12900
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical
https://www.usps.org/index.php/departments/14000/1450001/benefits-alphabetical


What’s Ahead for APS … 

Visit our Austin squadron website:  http://www.austinpowersquadron.org 

 or the nearly completed new website:  http://www.ABCaustin.org 

__ __ 

6105 Hudson Bend Rd.  

Austin, TX 78734-1332  

       We are America’s Boating Club      
® 

America’s Boating Club  - Austin 

 

 THE PLOTTER 

  has received the 2019 

  Distinctive Communicator Award  

                                   
   

April 2020 

        14      E-board Meeting  ( conference call—verify with secretary) 

        19      Free Membership Appreciation Duck Ride CANCELLED due to virus 

May 2020 

         17     CPR Class and Certification (check for status)    

June 2020 

         5-7     D21 Spring Conference rescheduled (check for status)  

          


